Heart and Mind
Bible Curriculum
Life of Jesus
Matthew-John
One Semester of Classroom Study

Course Objectives for Heart and Mind Bible Curriculum
Religious education of children is first of all the responsibility of the parents (Deut.6:6,7 and
Eph.6:4), but they are not left to teach God’s truth in isolation. Heart and Mind Bible Curriculum
(HMBC) was developed for teachers in Christian schools in order to equip them to give students
 A comprehensive knowledge of God’s Word (biblical content) which leads to
 A personal integration of God’s truth (principles) resulting in
 A transformation of oneself and the world in which they live.
A positive example of how these components work together can be seen in Timothy’s life. He
was instructed in the Scriptures from a young age, had a character that was well-spoken of by the
believers, and then not only committed his life to fulfill God’s calling amid great hardships, but
also in his later years trained other faithful men.
A negative example of what happens when the mastery and transfer of Bible content alone
becomes the final goal can be seen in the lives of the Pharisees (and Saul before his conversion)
who could search the Scriptures yet were blind to how those Scriptures spoke of their sin and
God’s Messiah, resulting in a false pretense of religious activity with no compassion for the needy
world around them.
HMBC uses five standards with key benchmarks in order to meet its objectives. Although all five
standards and their benchmarks are present at each level of the program, there is also a
progression of ability. This means that this course will be more heavily focused on the student
learning outcomes of the first, second, and third standards with appropriate age-level integration
of the fourth and fifth standards. Whereas, students at the high school level have the
foundational knowledge and advanced reasoning capabilities to more fully engage the student
learning outcomes of the third, fourth and fifth standards, with reference and reliance on the first
and second standards.

Standard
1. Biblical History

God gave His Holy Scriptures in the context of History.

Benchmarks
1.1 Chronology of Events

Student Learning Outcomes—
The students will be able to recognize the main
people and events leading up to the Life of
Jesus according to God’s redemptive plan.

1.2 Biblical Characters

The students will be able to understand the
details and implications of the choices of the
main characters in the Life of Jesus.

1.3 Culture

The student will comprehend cultural details in
order to see the implications in the events of
the Life of Jesus.

1.4 Geography

The student will be able to identify the
significance of the major locations from the Life
of Jesus either by their geographical features,
events that happened there, or by their location
on a map.
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Standard
2. Bible Skills

God gives spiritual insight to those who diligently seek Him.(Jer. 29:13)

Benchmarks
2.1 Bible Structure

Students will recount the division of Gospels
and know that books that are in it.

2.2 Reference Tools

Students will understand and effectively use
study reference tools in order to better
understand and/or learn new spiritual truth from
the Life of Jesus.
 Understand why they need to study the
Bible.
 Engage in personal Bible study.
 Distinguish between understanding what
the Bible says, interpreting what the Bible
means, and applying it in life.
 Understand why there are different
translations and will distinguish between a
translation and a paraphrase.
 Demonstrate how to take the context of a
passage into account when studying.
 Take into account Old Testament historical
narratives when making applications.
 Understand the advantages of four gospel
accounts and reconcile apparent
discrepancies between accounts.
 Accurately interpret parables.

2.3 Bible Study

Standard
3. Memory Work

God rewards those who memorize His Word by keeping them from evil.
(Psalm 119:11)

Benchmarks
3.1 Systematic and consistent

Students will
 understand connections between verses
and the lessons they are learning.
 complete grade-level memory
requirements.
 memorize on a weekly basis.
 review verses at regular intervals.

3.2 Integrated into real life
situations

Students will
 verbalize how verses apply to life today.
 be able to accurately explain the meaning
of a verse outside of the classroom
context.

3.3 Recalled after a period of
time.

Students will demonstrate accurate retention of
previously memorized verses and be able to
locate them in Scripture.
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Standard
4. Applied Truth
for Personal
Transformation

God delights in those who know His Word in order to do it.
(James 1:22)

Benchmarks
4.1 Doctrines

Students will understand God’s attributes in
order to give Him the awe, love and obedience
He deserves.
Students will articulate the Scriptures’ teaching
on the following essential doctrines from the
Life of Jesus:
 Deity of Jesus, including His virgin birth,
sinless life, ability to perform miracles,
death, resurrection and ascension to
heaven
 Atonement
 Holy Spirit
 Eternal life, Hell and Judgment

4.2 Discipleship

Students will
 Develop systematic Bible reading.
 Maintain a genuine prayer relationship.

Make choices in light of their eternal
implications.

4.3 Character

The student will know essential biblical
character traits in the life of an obedient
believer as they seek personal application and
development by:
 Worshipping God inwardly and in truth.
 Loving God wholeheartedly.
 Loving your neighbor as yourself.
 Cultivating humility.
 Pursuing mercy.
 Taking steps to pursue purity in mind.
 Being a peace maker.
 Developing joy.
 Doing good works.
 Being generous.
 Refusing to worry.
 Resolving differences.
 Promoting others’ interests above your
own.
 Encouraging others through words and
example to live godly lives.

© Heart and Mind Bible Curriculum: LOJ

4

Standard
5. Applied Truth
for Societal
Transformation

God commands His children to righteously engage the ungodly world in
which they live. (John 17:6-26)

Benchmarks
5.1 Sharing Truth

Students will:
 share the Good News of Jesus with others.
 share truth they have learned with others.

5.2 Spotting Error

Students will understand common challenges and
misunderstandings of Christianity and articulate a
response for:
 Jesus as the Son of God
 Jesus’ death and resurrection
 The offensiveness of Hell

5.3 Showing Compassion
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Students will learn to care for the needs of
believers and unbelievers by praying for them
and helping when possible.
Students will engage in service to others and
service projects with others.
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Sixth-Eighth Grade: Historical Survey of the Bible
Sixth and Seventh Grade OT Cycle—Year One
This year the sixth and seventh grades will be studying the beginnings of Bible history starting
with the creation of the world by God, followed by His setting apart the family of Abraham, the life
of Moses and God’s Sinai covenant in the Wilderness, the period of the Joshua and Judges and
the beginning of the Kingdom of Israel under Israel’s first three kings; Saul, David, and Solomon.
Through each section, we will understand the important characters and events, and the
significance of when they occurred. By incorporating basic study tools to explore cultural and
geographical background, we will learn to gather information and apply it to real life situations.
Prerequisites: None.
Textbooks—The NIV Study Bible,
Nelson’s Student Bible Dictionary and The Student Bible Atlas to learn basic study skills.
The House of Israel textbook (Christian Schools Intl.) will be used for reference.

Sixth and Seventh Grade OT Cycle—Year Two
This year the sixth and seventh grades will continue the Old Testament history. After laying the
foundation with an overview of biblical history to put the content into its context, we will briefly
review Solomon and move into the division of the kingdom into Israel and Judah. During the
course the students will study the history of both kingdoms, paying special attention to the
relationships between the kings and the prophets. We will see how the kings carried out their
spiritual responsibilities and study the message God gave them through His prophets. Through
each section, we will understand the important characters and events, and the significance of
when they occurred. By incorporating basic study tools to explore cultural and geographical
background, we will learn to gather information and apply it to real life situations.
Prerequisites: None. (Some knowledge of OT Year One is recommended.)
Textbooks—The NIV Study Bible,
Nelson’s Student Bible Dictionary and The Student Bible Atlas to learn basic study skills.
The Day of the Lord textbook (Christian Schools Intl.) will be used for reference.

Eighth Grade: New Testament History
After a brief review of the Intertestamental period, a New Testament History will cover the Life of
Jesus in one semester in which we will look at the progression, relevance, and impact of Jesus’
birth, life, teachings, death and resurrection. The second semester will cover the Book of Acts
through the Destruction of the Temple in 70 A.D. Various letters of Paul and other Apostles will be
included in their historical context, as well the letters to the seven churches of Revelation. A
special unit on teaching will equip the students to take a lesson they have learned from the Life of
Jesus and teach it in a younger class (K-2 gd.).
Prerequisites: None. Some knowledge of OT 1 and 2 recommended.
Textbooks—The NIV Study Bible,
Nelson’s Student Bible Dictionary and The Student Bible Atlas to learn basic study skills.
A Light to the Gentiles textbook (Christian Schools Intl.) will be used for reference.
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The Fifth Day
The Scope and Sequence is designed for one semester: Five days of classes per week for 18
weeks. The list of lessons, however, is set up to teach only four “content lessons” per week. This
is designed this way for several reasons:
 It gives the teacher greater flexibility to incorporate activities, such as students planning
skits for a lesson or doing their own research on a topic.
 It gives students time to work on projects, such as putting their notebooks together or
doing their power point presentations.
 It provides time for the students to do their memory work in fun group ways.
 It gives time for an occasional Bible Games day that can be a fun review of Bible content.
 It provides a change of pace for the class.
 It gives time for tests at the end of a unit.
 It gives flexibility if a lesson needs to have more time devoted to it, or if discussions need
to go over onto another day.
 It gives greater flexibility to accommodate school-wide activities that might take the place
of a regular class period.
 In some schools, a general chapel or assembly time takes the place of Bible class one
day a week. If this is the case, students would spend more time at home on activities
and projects.
Except for tests, the “fifth day” is usually not specified for the teacher.
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Life of Jesus
One Semester—First Nine Weeks
Weekly Objectives
Week 1
Background

Week 2
Beginnings

Week 3
Starting Ministry

Week 4
Starting Ministry

Week 5
Early Galilean Ministry

Week 6
Galilean Ministry

Week 7
Later Galilean Ministry
Week 8
Later Galilean Ministry

Week 9

Lesson
Intro to class
World Gets Broken
Abraham-Moses
David-Prophets
Intertestamental Time
Four Gospels: One Life
Pre-Existence of Christ
Joseph and Mary
Birth of Jesus (Responses)

Scripture
Genesis 1-3
Various; Genesis 12-Deuteronomy
Hebrews 11
Notes
Notes
Selected Scriptures
Luke 1:26-56
Luke 2:1-40; Matthew 1

Jesus at Age 12
John Baptizes in the Jordan
Jesus’ Temptation
Review Day
Test

Luke 2:41-52
Matthew 3:1-17
Matthew 4:1-11

First Followers/Cana
Cleansing Temple
Nicodemus
Samaritan Woman
Official’s Son Healed
Rejection at Nazareth
Demoniac/Leper/Paralytic
Call of Matthew
Sabbath Controversy
12 Disciples
Sermon on Mt.
Sermon on Mt.
Sermon on Mt.
Review Day
Test

Matthew 4:18-22
John 2:1-11
John 3
John 4:1-42
John 4:43-45

Centurion’s Servant Healed
Widow of Nain/John’s Q&A
Beelzebub Accusation

Luke 7:1-10
Luke 7:11-17

Parables
Day of Miracles
Feeding 5,000
Galilean Crisis

Matthew 13
Mark 4:35-5:43
Mark 6:30-44; John 6:1-14
John 6:22-71

Mark 1:21-28, 40-45; Mark 2:1-12
Matthew 9:9-13; Mark 2:13-17
John 5; Luke 6:1-11
Matthew 10:2-4
Matthew 5-7
Matthew 5-7
Matthew 5-7

Review Day
Test
Notebook Project
Power Point Project
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Life of Jesus
One Semester--Second Nine Weeks
Week
Week 10
Training the Twelve:
Life of Peter
Week 11
Trainging the Twelve:
Follower of Jesus
Week 12
Training the Twelve:
Follower of Jesus

Week 13
Perea/Judea

Week 14
Jerusalem

Week 15
Jerusalem

Week 16
Jerusalem

Week 17
Post-Resurrection

Week 18

Lesson
Peter’ Call (Retrospective)
Peter Walks on Water
Peter’s Confession
Peter’s Ideas

Scripture
Matt. 4:18-22/Luke 5:1-11
Matt. 14:24-33/Mark 6:47-52
Matt. 16:13-20/Mark 8:27-30
Matt. 16:21-28/Mark 8:31-38

Transfiguration
Who’s the Greatest?
Forgiveness
Cost of Discipleship

Matt. 17:1-8/Mark 9:2-8
Matt. 18:1-5/Mark 9:33-37
Matt. 18:15-35
Matt. 8:19-22/Mark 9:57-62

Teach us to Pray
Review
Test
Woman Caught in Adultery

Luke 11:1-13

Pharisees/Blind Man
Raising Lazarus!
Rich Young Ruler
Zacchaeus

John 9:1-38
John 11:1-44
Matt. 19:16-30/Mark 10:17-31
Luke 19:1-10

Blind Bartimaeus
Mary’s Anointing
Triumphal Entry
Foretelling the End

Luke 18
Matt. 26:6-13/Mark 14:3-9
Matt. 21:1-11/Mark 11:1-11
Matt. 24

Last Supper
Washing Feet
Upper Rm Discourse
Prophecies Fulfilled

Matt. 26:17-20/Mark 14:12-17
John 13:1-20
John 14-17
Various

Gethsemane
Peter’s Denial
Trials/Crucifixion
Resurrection!

Matt. 26:36-46/Mk 14:32-42/Lk 22:39-40
Matt. 26:47-27:26/Mark 15:15ff

Peter Reinstated
Great Commission
Ascension
Review
Test
Notebook project
PP Presentations
PP Presentations
MV Competition

John 20:26-31
Matt. 28:9-20/Mark 16:15-18
Acts 1:9-12
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Major Divisions of the Life of Jesus
Eight divisions in the Life of the Christ,
Beginnings, Start Ministry, and Galilee Life.
Training the Twelve; the work’s Almost Done,
Last Week in Jerusalem, the Victory’s won.
Post-resurrection: the ascension is here,
The Spirit’s coming is very near.
I. Beginnings
A. Intertestament
B. Joseph and Mary Obey
C. Responses to Jesus’ Birth
D. Age 12 in the Temple
II. Starting Ministry
A. Baptism
B. Temptation
C. Water to Wine in Cana
D. Cleansing the Temple
E. Nicodemus
F. Samaritan Woman
G. Nobleman’s Son Healed
III. Early Galilean Ministry
A. Rejected at Nazareth
B. Calling the Four
C. Miracles and Popularity
1. Demoniac Healed
2. Leper Healed
3. Paralytic Healed
D. Call of Matthew
E. Sabbath Controversies
1. Healing man at Pool of Bethesda
2. Disciples Pick Grain
3. Healing Man With Withered Hand
F. Choosing the 12 Disciples
G. Sermon on the Mount: the Beatitudes
IV. Later Galilean Ministry
A. Centurion’s Servant Healed
B. Widow of Nain’s Son Raised/John the Baptist Questions
C. Beelzebub Accusation
D. Parables: sower, tares, mustard seed, leaven, treasure, pearl, dragnet
E. Day of Miracles
1. Stilling Storm
2. Demoniac Healed
3. Jairus’ Daughter Raised
4. Woman of Faith Touches Jesus
F. Feeding 5,000
G. Galilean Crisis
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V. Training the Twelve Disciples
A. Peter Walks on Water
B. Peter’s Confession
C. Peter’s Ideas
D. Transfiguration
E. Who’s The Greatest?
F. Forgiveness
G. Cost of Discipleship
VI. Judean and Perean Ministry
A. Woman Caught in Adultery
B. Woe to the Pharisees
C. Pharisees and Healing Man Born Blind
D. More Parables
E. Raising Lazarus
F. Rich Young Ruler
G. Zacchaeus
VII. Last Week
A. Mary’s Anointing
B. Triumphal Entry
C. In the Temple
D. Passover/Washing Disciples’ Feet
E. Gethsemane
F. Trial and Crucifixion
G. Resurrection
VIII.
A.
B.
C.
D.

Post Resurrection
Resurrection Day Appearances
Appearing to Thomas
Peter Re-instated
Great Commission
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INTERTESTAMENTAL TIMES: PREPARATION
Scripture: Galatians 4:4

Key Verse: But when the fullness of time came, God sent forth His Son, born of
a woman, born under the law. Galatians 4:4
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know— Through Daniel, God foretold the events that would happen so that even
when there were no prophets after Malachi, his people would know that He was
continuing to prepare the world for the arrival of His Son, the Savior, by establishing a
common language, travel routes, and Roman-peace so that the news of the Savior
would spread to all nations.
To Realize—God prepared the world for His Son, Jesus, so that the news of His Savior
would be spread to all nations.
To Respond by—being in awe and resting securely that God is in control of human
history to bring about His plan of salvation for all nations.
Setting up the Story:
Ask the question: When a couple finds out that they are going to have a baby, what are
some of the things they do to get ready for that baby to come? (Have students name
several things.)
Throughout the prophets, God had promised that he was going to send a Savior-King,
from David’s line! And the last prophet of the Old Testament, Malachi, says near the
end of his book, “Behold, He is coming!” The Savior King was coming, and one who
would announce the Savior was going to come just before that.
Find the last chapter of Malachi. Find the first chapter of Matthew. Between these two
books there are approximately 400 years! It sounds as if there is silence from Heaven:
as if God has nothing to say to His people anymore and nothing is going on. Ahhh, but
what is God doing? He is getting ready for the arrival of His Son to come into the world!
And the way we know that He was getting ready was because of a very strange vision
he gave through the prophet Daniel. Look in Daniel chapter 8.

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.
Babylon
A. No more idols
B. Temple destroyed
C. Synagogues emerge
D. Sabbath observance
E. People stand out
II.

As you tell the story:

Media-Persia
A. Return to the land
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B. Temple rebuilt
C. Wall rebuilt
III.

Greece: Alexander the
Great
A. Hellenism: theaters,
sports
B. Language
C. Gods
D. Philosophy
E. Septuaguint
F. Alexandria

IV.

Hasmoneans
A. Matthias
B. Judas Maccabeus: “The
Hammer”

V.

Rome

Concluding the Story:
The stage is set! Who is in control? God has been preparing everything for the arrival
of His Son. All he has to do now is send Him, and then give the baby announcements!

Boardwork and student notes:
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PRE-EXISTENCE OF CHRIST
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

John 1:1-14, 5:19-47, 6:35-51, 8:12-58,
10:25-39, 12:44-50, 17:5
Col. 1:15-17, 2:9

Two apples
Three in One Illustration page

Key Verse: John 1:1,14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of
grace and truth.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—God made humanity distinct from the rest of his creation by creating him to
reflect His image. Through this we get a glimpse that the Father, Son, and Spirit are
three persons equally possessing the attributes of ONE Deity.
To Realize—Jesus existed as the Eternal Son of God, fully possessing the attributes of
God, and was not a created being. His body was created by the Spirit, and he lived his
life on earth as a fully obedient human.
To Respond by—giving praise to the Eternal Son of God for coming to earth in order to
pay for the sins of the world.

Setting up the Story:
If there is one doctrine of the Bible that really stretches the mind and that people have
tried to explain for 2,000 years—it is the doctrine of the Trinity. The word “Trinity”
doesn’t occur in Scriptures, but the doctrine states that Christians worship ONE God—
but He is a triune God: God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And these three “persons”
are not three Gods—but ONE God.
Whew! No one really understands how that can be. In fact, you would have to be GOD
to fully understand it!. And it’s not a doctrine that some person just made up—because
no one would just come up with that. People could come up with saying there are
several gods. And people could come up with saying there is one God. But the idea
that there is ONE triune God is a little mind-boggling, and it had to be revealed in
Scriptures over time that the God of Creation, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,
the God of Moses and David and the Prophets—is One Triune God.
What I am going to teach you today does not explain how that can be. But it will give a
glimpse into a truth that John teaches us in John 1:1,14. (Student read verses.)
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Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

I.

There are different animal kinds
A. Fish
B. Birds
C. Insects
D. Mammals

See illustration “Three in One.”

II.

There is ONE human-kind

How many “Human” are there?
Not individual humans, but
human-kind? ONE.
What qualities separate Human
from any of the kinds of
animals?

A. Qualities that make
something “human”
1. Thinking
2. Talking
3. Creating
4. Praising
5. Other…
B. Distinct from animals
C. Within human-kind there are
two persons
1. Male
2. Female
3. (child)—not a separate
person but different form
D. Each person is 100%
human because each
possesses all the qualities
of human-kind.
III.

There is ONE God (deity)
A. Qualities that make
something “God”
1. All-knowing
2. All-powerful
3. Eternal
4. Holy
5. Righteous
6. Cannot Change
B. Distinct from humans and
animals
C. Within God (deity) there are
three persons
1. Father
2. Son
3. Holy Spirit
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What percent Human is male?
Not what percentage—but how
Human is Male? 100%. He
possess all the qualities that
make something Human.
What percent Human is
female?
What percent Human is a
child?
So you have 300% human?
No! ONE Human—but each
person is 100%!
Draw a third category above
Human.
What makes God different from
Human?
If a being is ALL-knowing, ALLpowerful, ALL-present, and
Cannot Change—how many
beings can there be like that?
Only ONE. Why? Because if
you have two beings that know
different information, then one
of them is not All-knowing. If a
being can change, then He is
not ALL powerful.
15

D. Each ‘person’ is 100% deity
(God) because each
possesses all the attributes
of God.
IV.

Jesus is Son of God and Son of
Man
A. Body created for him
Hebrews 10:5-7
B. Conceived b y the Spirit: not
a human, sinful father
C. God was His Father
D. No sinful nature that leads
to death
E. Eternal nature that leads to
life and light.
F. Jesus, being God, did not
use His power as God while
living on earth, but lived as a
learning, obedient man and
faced life the same as we
do. Phil. 2:1-12

We would not know Anything
about this Being—this ONE
God, unless HE revealed it to
us. And He has revealed that
there are three persons: Father,
Son, Holy Spirit: each possess
the complete characteristics of
GOD.

Concluding the Story:
Who can understand God? And yet, God has revealed these things to us both in the Old
Testament and New Testament Scriptures. Jesus is the Eternal God who became a
man to live with us.
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ANNOUNCEMENT TO JOSEPH AND MARY
Scripture:
Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25

Materials:
worksheet

Key Verse: Luke 1:38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to
me as you have said.”
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Gabriel told Mary, a godly virgin who was engaged to Joseph, that she
was going to conceive by the Holy Spirit, she submitted to God’s plan despite what it
might do to her personal reputation. When Gabriel told Joseph, a godly man engaged to
Mary, to take Mary as his wife because she would give birth to the Messiah, Joseph did
it and kept her a virgin until Jesus was born, despite what it might do to his personal
reputation.
To Realize—Regardless of the good plans one has for their lives, when one realizes
what God wants of them, they must do it regardless of what others might think of them.
To Respond by—saying “yes” to whatever God wants of them.
Setting up the Story:
What would you say if I told you that Miss Miller were pregnant? (wait for shocked
responses.) Why would that shock you? (because she follows the Lord; she has a good
reputation.) What questions would immediately come to your mind? (who is the father;
is so-and-so the father?) I want us to look in Luke 1:26.
As you tell the story:
Scripture Telling the story:
I.
Mary Responds to Gabriel’s
Usually there was a period of
Message
one year between the
A. Engaged to Joseph
engagement and the wedding.
1. binding agreement Why? To make sure the woman
2. woman of God
wasn’t pregnant.
3. living in Nazareth
B. Message
1. “Don’t be afraid,
Lord is with you”
2. “You will conceive”
3. (Mary doesn’t
This was very confusing news!
understand)
Mary wasn’t married to Joseph
4. “By the Holy Spirit” yet.
5. Elizabeth pregnant
6. Nothing Impossible Elizabeth was past the childwith God
bearing age: and she was
C. Mary Submits: Be it unto
expecting a baby?! If God could
me according to your word do that, God could do what he
had said to Mary.
But wait a minute. If Mary said
“yes” do you see any problems?
What would other people think?
© Heart and Mind Bible Curriculum: LOJ
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II.

Joseph Responds to Gabriel’s
Message
A. Mary found pregnant
B. Going to privately divorce
her
C. Message:
1. take as your wife
2. Conceived by
Holy Spirit
3. Call Jesus
D. Joseph Obeys
1. Marries Mary
2. Keeps her a
virgin

What would happen to her
reputation? The one thing
NONE of you wondered when I
said about Miss Miller being
pregnant was, “Oh, was it by the
Holy Spirit?” And no one in that
day was going to ask that either!
What would it mean for Mary to
say “yes”?
And we have someone else
involved in this as well. Imagine
Joseph when someone first told
him the news, “Mary is expecting
a baby!” He must have felt sick!
He could have had Mary stoned
to death but he chose to
privately give her a divorce. He
was a godly man. And if he
married her, what would people
assume?

What would it mean for Joseph
to do what the angel told him?
What would that do to his
reputation

Concluding the Story:
Wow! The most wonderful news in the world: the Savior we’ve been waiting for has
come! God has chosen Mary to bring the Messiah into the world! And yet, for Joseph
and Mary it is going to cost them their own reputations in order to say “yes” to God’s will.
Why did they say “yes”? If God asked you to do something that was going to affect your
reputation, would you have the same answer?
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RESPONSES TO JESUS’ BIRTH
Scripture:
Matthew 2:1-18, Luke 2:8-38

Materials:
Worksheet grid

Key Verse: Matthew 2:2 Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We
saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When people first heard that Jesus, the Savior-King had been born, they
responded either in praise and worship, or with fear and angry jealousy.
To Realize—That there is no middle ground when one hears about Jesus, they will
respond either with praise and worship or in fear and angry jealousy.
To Respond by—Praising and worshipping Jesus.
Setting up the Story:
Have three students come to the front. Write an identical message on three pieces of
paper, and hand it to them, telling them they can’t look at the message until you say.
Tell the rest of the class that they have to watch to see the responses of the three to see
if the news is good or bad. (You might have a message that says, “Your last quiz grade
doesn’t count.”: to the student that didn’t do well, it would be good news, to the student
that did well, it would be bad news.) When the three students read the message, they
can’t say what they read. The other students try to guess if it was good news or bad
news. Then have the three students read their message aloud and explain why they
responded the way they did.
Ask: why would the same message be good for one person, and not good for another
person?
In today’s passages, there was identical news given to six different people, and we are
going to look at their reactions to the news.

Scripture
Lk. 2:820

Telling the story:
III.
Shepherds hear of Jesus
A. In fields near Bethlehem
B. Angel brings them good
news of great joy:
Savior has been born!
C. Sign will be wrapped in
cloths lying in a manger
D. They came in a hurry
and found baby
E. They told everyone what
they had heard and
seen

Mt. 2:3-6

II. Jewish Wise Men hear of Messiah
A. The city is stirred from foreign
wise men
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As you tell the story:
Storytell this part or have students
read a section of the worksheet
and then report what they have
found.
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B. Herod asks where Messiah is to
be born
C. They quote Micah passage:
Bethlehem
D. They don’t go to worship or find
out
Mt. 2:12, 7-12

III. Foreign Wise Men follow star
A. Come to Jerusalem and inquire
about the king who has been
born
B. Herod directs them to
Bethlehem
C. They follow the star with great
joy and worship Jesus
D. They present their gifts

Mt. 2:12, 16-18

IV. Herod hears of new king
A. From wise men of east
B. From own wise men
C. Enraged when he realizes he’s
been tricked
D. Orders murder of infant boys 2
years and younger

Lk. 2:2532

V. Simeon sees Jesus
A. Looking for Savior
B. Holy Spirit revealed he would
not taste death before seeing
Messiah
C. Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to
the Temple
D. Simeon blesses him

Lk. 2:3638

VI. Anna sees Jesus
A. Had been in the Temple for
years after husband’s death
B. Joins Simeon in giving praise to
God
C. Speaks of Jesus to everyone
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Concluding the Story:
Why would the news about Jesus being the Savior-King be good news for some but not
good news for others? (like Herod or the Jewish wise men?) There is one thing that you
don’t find in this chart: you don’t find the middle—the no response. Everyone had a
response when they heard about Jesus. What were the two responses? Why were they
different?
If a person today heard about Jesus, what would make them happy to hear it? The
same reason: they need a Savior! If a person heard about Jesus and they weren’t
happy about it, why would that be? Same reason: they feel that Jesus is going to take
over, and they are going to be out of control. Which side are you on?
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RESPONSES TO JESUS’ BIRTH
Read the Scriptures and fill in the chart with the answers you find. Sometimes how a
person felt may have to be inferred from the text.

Scripture

Person

How they learned
of Jesus’ Birth

How they felt

What they did

Lk. 2:8-20

Shepherds

The angel told
them in the fields.

Amazed,
wondering,
overjoyed

Ran to see if it
were true; told
everyone about
it.

Matt. 2:3-6

Jewish
Wise Men

Foreign wise men
and Herod.

Stirred up;
inquired;
disinterested.

Nothing.
Stayed where
they were.

Matt. 2:1-2, Foreign
7-12
Wise Men

From the star they
saw while in the
east.

Great joy

Worshipped
Jesus and
presented gifts.

Matt. 2:1-2, Herod
16-18

Foreign wise men.
Own wise men.

Jealous;
threatened;
enraged.

Used deceit
and then
murder to get
rid of Jesus.

Simeon

From Holy Spirit

Awed and full
of joy

Praised God
and blessed
Jesus

Anna

Saw Simeon, Mary
and Joseph

Filled with joy

Praised God
and told
everyone

Lk. 2:25-32

Lk. 2:38

Everyone who heard of Jesus had one of two responses. What were they?
1. Praised and worshipped God.
2. Had angry jealousy and hate.
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JESUS IN THE TEMPLE, AGE 12
Scripture: Luke 2:41-52

Materials Needed:
Visuals of Jerusalem and Herod’s
Temple in the time of Jesus
One picture
Map of NT Palestine

Key Verse: Luke 2:52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with
God and men.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Jesus went to the Passover at age 12, he stayed behind in the temple
when his parents left, and when they found him talking with the teachers and chided him,
he was surprised that they wouldn’t know he had to be about his father’s business.
Nevertheless, he returned with them in submission for another 18 years until he was
announced publicly.
To Realize—In his youth, Jesus knew who he was and what he was about, and even
though his parents didn’t understand, he still submitted to their authority for another 18
years before he was announced publicly.
To Respond by—choosing to be about God’s business in their youth and submitting to
their parents’ authority even when their parents don’t understand.
Setting up the Story:
I want to tell you of a man whose father loved him very much. In fact, when this man
was born, his father took several pictures of the events surrounding his birth. And when
this man grew up, he became very well-known. But there was something interesting:
although this man’s father had taken several pictures from when the man was born, the
father had only taken ONE picture of the man from his growing up years. And it was the
ONE picture that the father loved most about his son. (Hold up picture, but don’t show
what is on it.) Today’s lesson is going to tell us what is on the picture. Open your Bibles
to Luke 2:41.

Scripture Telling the story:
I.
Jesus Goes to the
Passover
A. Parents went every
year
B. At Age 12, Jesus goes
1. almost a
“man” (13)
2. responsible
C. What they would have
seen in Jerusalem
II.

Jesus Stays In Jerusalem
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As you tell the story:
Jewish feast. 70 miles away but took
longer to get there because of going
around Samaria.
Sang songs on the way.

Traveled in caravan. There was
Temple in Jerusalem.
Describe sights and sounds of
crowded Jerusalem during time of
Passover.
What would happen if your dad
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A. Feast lasted a week
B. Parents suppose he’s
in caravan when they
leave
C. Go a full day’s journey
D. Return to Jerusalem

thought you were with your mom and
your mom thought you were with your
dad?

III.

Joseph and Mary Find
Jesus
A. After 3 days
B. Looked everywhere
C. Jesus is in temple
1. listening
2. asking
questions
3. with teachers

You know the story: what was Jesus
doing?
Actually there were two things: look
in vs. 46.

IV.

Jesus Returns in
Submission
A. He knows who he is
B. His parents don’t
understand
C. Jerusalem is place of
opportunity

Wait a minute! This was not a
carpenter’s shop! What did Jesus
know about himself? And where was
the best place for others to recognize
that he is the Savior-king. Why?
(Jerusalem, place of learning; kings
from there)

D. Nazareth is same old
thing

E. For another 18 years
F. Grows
1. wisdom
2. stature
3. favor with
God
4. favor with
men
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Now, how many of you have ever
said, or ever heard someone else
say, “My parents just don’t
understand”? (write phrase on
board) What would be some times
when a middle schooler might feel or
think that? (get various responses.)
This is certainly the time in Jesus’ life
when he could say his parents
DON’T understand!
If you were Jesus, what would you
WANT to do?
This is Jesus’ big opportunity to
become known!
“Come on back to Nazareth, Jesus.”
There’s nothing but boring carpentry
going on there. Jesus doesn’t say,
“But you don’t understand!” He
doesn’t say, “You aren’t my real
father, Joseph, and I don’t have to do
what you tell me!” He doesn’t say,
“This is my big chance!” Look in vs.
51—
What DID Jesus do? We get one
picture of Jesus from his childhood
that God, his true Father gives for us
24

to see. What is that picture of?
Jesus submitting Himself to do the
things of God and obey the authority
that was put over him even when
they didn’t understand.
Concluding the Story: If God had one photo to take of you right now, would He find you
about His business? Would he find in you an obedient spirit that says, “God, not what I
want, but what you want”? Would He find that spirit in you even when your parents
didn’t understand and it felt they were being unreasonable? Why is this picture so
important? Why is this the Most Important thing to grab hold of at this stage in your life?
Read verse 52 again. (Grew in wisdom…) This is the key to growing in a way that is not
only pleasing to God, but makes others stand up and notice there is something different
in your life.
(Maybe have time to think of a couple students who stand out as following God with an
obedient spirit. What kind of reputation do they have? Are they well-thought of? Is it
just personality type or based on accomplishments?)
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JOHN BAPTIZES IN THE JORDAN
Scripture:
Matthew 3, Luke 3:1-22, John 1:19-34

Materials:
worksheet

Key Verse:
Matthew 3:8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—At the time when John appeared baptizing, it was customary for those who
wanted to convert to Judaism to go through baptism. But John’s message was to Jews
as well, that they must repent and be baptized in order to be ready for the judging
Messiah. The commoners, tax collectors, and soldiers who saw their need publicly
received John’s baptism, and demonstrated their change by what they did with their
money, but the Pharisees and Saduccees who saw no need for repentance, rejected
John’s message.
To Realize—To be ready for Jesus and future judgment, one must see their need to
repent, demonstrate publicly that they are going God’s way, and change behaviors in
keeping with that decision.
To Respond by—repenting of sin, receiving baptism, and demonstrating a new life.
Setting up the Story:
Write on a piece of paper whether or not they have been baptized, and if so, when.
(Whether as an infant or as a child.) Collect pieces and have someone tally the
responses or wait until end.
Write the word “Baptism” on the board. What is baptism? At what age can someone be
baptized? When did baptism start? (Many students will think baptism started with John
or Jesus.) Actually, the practice of being baptized was already going on before John
was born.
Scripture Telling the story:
I.
What Baptism Meant to
Jews
A. Conversion of
Gentiles
B. Becoming “Jewish”
1. baptism
houses
2. reading of
law
II.

John Preaches
Repentance
A. Strange looking
B. In Wilderness
C. Appears suddenly
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As you tell the story:
In Old Testament times, when
someone wanted to become Jewish
they had to be baptized. They were
going from their old, Gentile way of
life and turning to the new life of
being a follower of the one and only
God.

(share about strange-looking man I
once saw carrying signs against
abortion) John wasn’t wearing
fashionable clothes. People weren’t
going out to see his style of shoes or
26

D. Fulfilment

E. Speaks of Messiah

III.

People Respond
A. Common people
1. share your
tunic
2. share your
food
B. Tax collectors
1. don’t collect
more than
you are
required to
C. Soldiers
1. don’t extort
money
2. don’t accuse
people
falsely
3. be content
with pay
D. Pharisees
E. Sadducees

IV.

Jesus is Baptized
A. Doesn’t need to be
B. Identifies with John’s
message
C. Identifies with Sinners
D. Confirmed
1. by Father:
voice
2. by Spirit:
dove
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how his hair was fixed!
Why were they going out there?
Because what he was saying was
ringing true with them. He was telling
them they needed to get right with
God and stop doing the wrong they
knew they shouldn’t do anymore.
Draw stick figures on left side of the
board for common people, tax
collectors and soldiers. Draw stick
figures on the right side of the board
for the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Storytell what the groups were asking
John and what he was telling them.
What did all three answers have to
do with? Money! That’s interesting!
What they did with their money
showed whether or not they had
repented in their heart.
Now over on this side, we have the
Pharisees/Sadducees. Why are they
not being baptized? (Don’t see their
need; they aren’t “sinners”—they
already keep the law; they’re already
“in” God’s kingdom according to
them.)

When Jesus comes, does he need to
be baptized? Does he need to
repent? (no) So which side is he
going to be on? The side with the
common people, or the side with the
Pharisees who see no need to be
baptized?
Why does Jesus tell John to baptize
him? To fulfill righteousness. He
was saying, “I am on the side of what
God is doing.” He identified himself
over here.
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Concluding the Story:
What is baptism? I don’t mean how one should be baptized, but what was it for? Well, it
was a new direction. (Write on board: seeing my need to repent of sin in my life.)
And it was a new identification. (Write on board: making a decision publicly to get right
with God.)
Demonstrating in action that I am going God’s way.
Why should a person be baptized?
If you have not yet been baptized, should you be baptized?
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TEMPTATION OF JESUS
Scripture:
Matthew 4:1-11

Materials Needed: cookies, candy bar,
potato chips, old moldy carrots

Key Verse: Psalm 119:11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not
sin against you.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—Jesus, alone and hungry, faced temptation and resisted Satan by relying on
the Word of God and Satan left him. Afterwards, angels brought him food.
To Realize— When one is alone and tempted, they can resist Satan by relying on the
Word of God and Satan will leave them.
To Respond by—using the Word of God to resist Satan’s temptations.
Setting up the Story:
On a table set up in the room, have a candy bar, a plate of cookies and a bowl of potato
chips set out. On the side, have some old, wilted carrots (or some other vegetable).
Have another teacher call you out of the room for a couple minutes, or make an excuse
to leave the room for a couple minutes. When you come back, look at the table and say
with surprise, “Who took one of my carrots?! I’m sure one of them is missing!” (The
students will look at you as if you are crazy, because no one would take a carrot!)
Then ask, “OK, if you didn’t take a carrot, was there anyone here who took something
else from up here?” (You may get looks and grins at this point if someone really did take
some of the food—the purpose is not to find out if or who took something, but to find out
if they were tempted to do it.)
Today I want us to look at temptation, because every single one of us will face
temptation. But we have to know some important things about temptation—
1. Temptation grows stronger when the fulfillment is present. If you had had to go down
to the lunch room, would you have been tempted when I stepped out of the room? The
temptation was greater, because the food was right here!
2. Temptation grows stronger when it looks like no one will find out. Why didn’t anyone
take the candy bar? What was the most tempting item? Probably the chips. Why?
(least noticeable)
3. Temptation makes the benefits look greater than the consequences.
4. Temptation appeals to natural needs and desires. No one was tempted by these old,
ugly carrots. Why not? They look gross! If I don’t want it, it’s not tempting.
The truth about temptation is that it is not a question IF we will be tempted, but WHEN
we will be tempted.
Let’s define temptation as wanting something so badly you will do wrong to get it.

Scripture
4:1-2

Telling the story:
I.
Jesus is Alone and Hungry
A. After baptism
B. Led by the Spirit
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As you tell the story:
Notice, Jesus has just been
baptized and the Spirit leads
him into the wilderness. The
Spirit is not tempting Jesus—
29

C. Into wilderness

D. Fasted 40 days/nights

4:3-10

II.

Jesus Faces Three
Temptations
A. Temptation one
1. “If you are the Son
of God…”
2. Stones to bread
3. “It is written”
4. Man does not live
on bread alone

but Jesus is exactly where he is
supposed to be. But notice this:
He is alone, the temptation
appeals to his need for food, it
is right there, and who will find
out?! How strong would you
say the temptation is?

Fill in the chart and have
students read the different
temptations and Jesus’
response in each one.

B. Temptation two
1. “If you are the Son
of God…”
2. Throw yourself
down from temple.
It is written.
3. “It is written”
4. Do not put God to
the test
C. Temptation three
1. Kingdoms of world
I will give; bow
down to me
2. Away from me!
3. “It is written”
4. Worship God only
4:11

III.

Satan leaves Jesus

IV.

Angels came and attended to
Jesus
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Now what happens? Satan
leaves!
And…Jesus gets what he
needs! He doesn’t get it when
he could have gotten it. But
because He waits for God’s
timing, God provides for him!
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Concluding the Story:
I want us to answer two important questions about temptation. The first one is, “Why
should we say ‘no’ to temptation?”
Because sin destroys our relationship with God.
Sin destroys our relationship with others.
Sin destroys us.
“How can we say ‘no’ to temptation?”
Realize that God wants it and even requires it.
Believe that God has something better.
Choose to live by God’s truth.
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WEDDING AT CANA
Scripture:
John 1:35-2:11

Materials Needed:
Worksheet for self-study

Key Verse: John 2:11 This is the beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of
Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—The first disciples of Jesus followed him because they believed He was the
Messiah according to the testimony of John the Baptist, but after Jesus showed that he
knew Nathaniel, they believed He was the Son of God and King of Israel. Then Jesus’
first public sign confirmed His identity and the disciples’ belief in Him as the Messiah.
To Realize—Jesus’ first public miracle was a confirmation of Jesus’ identity to those who
were already following Him because they had believed what they heard from John the
Baptist.
To Respond by—believing that Jesus is the Messiah and following Him, both because of
what was testified about Him and the miracles done through Him.

Setting up the Story:
Have students do a self-study worksheet.
Scripture Telling the story:
4:1-2
I.
Two Disciples Follow Jesus
A. John Identifies Jesus: “The
Lamb of God!”

B. Two Disciples follow Jesus
1. Jesus asked them
what they were
seeking.
2. Wanted to know
where he was
staying.
3. Jesus invites them
to come.

4:3-10

II.

As you tell the story:
What two disciples were with
John the
Baptist in v. 35? (see footnote
for John 1:35)
What did John the Baptist say
about Jesus
in verse 36?
What did the two disciples do
as a result?
(v. 37?)

C. Andrew Finds Peter
1. “We have found
the Messiah.”
2. Jesus changes
Simon’s name to
Cephas (Peter)
Philip and Nathanael Follow
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Jesus
A. Jesus tells Phillip to follow
him

What did they want to find out?
(v. 38)
What was Jesus’ invitation to
them in v. 39?

B. Phillips Finds Nathanael
1. “We have found
the Messiah.”
2. “Can any good
thing come out of
Nazareth?”
3. “Come and see!”
C. Nathanael Believes
1. Jesus identifies
him
2. “How do you know
me?”
3. “Under the fig
tree…”
4. “You are the Son
of God; King of
Israel.”
5. “You will see
greater things.”

III.

Jesus’ Disciples Believe in Him:
Water to Wine

What did they conclude about
Jesus? (vs. 40-42)
When Jesus left for Galilee,
what did he tell
Philip to do? (v. 43)
Who was from Bethsaida? (v.
44)
What did Philip tell Nathanael
about Jesus?
(v. 45)
What did Philip tell Nathanael to
do? (v.46)
What two things did Nathanael
conclude
about Jesus? (v. 49)
According to verse 50, why did
Nathanael
believe this?
Who was at the wedding in
Cana besides
Mary and Jesus? (2:2)

A. Jesus and Disciples invited
to wedding
B. Mary tells Jesus the wine
has run out
C. “My hour has not yet come.”
D. Mary tells the servants to
do what Jesus says

E. Jesus Turns water to wine
1. 6 pots
2. Fill with water
3. Take some to
headwaiter
4. “The best is
served last!”
F. Results
1. Beginning of signs
2. Manifested his
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What did Mary tell the servants
to do? (2:5)
Did the Master of the banquet
know what
Jesus had done? (2:9)
Who did know what Jesus had
done? (2:9)

What was the result of this
miracle? (2:11)
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glory
3. Disciples believed
G. Jesus goes to Capernaum

Conclusion:
Why was this miracle done for the disciples if they already believed Jesus was the
Messiah? (confirmed belief they already had. It wasn’t to try to convince them.)
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CLEANSING THE TEMPLE
Scripture:
John 2:12-25 (Zech. 2:10, 8:3, 20-21;
Malachi 3:1; II Chr. 7:11-16)

Materials Needed: pictures of
Solomon’s Temple, Herod’s Temple

Key Verse: I Corinthians 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your
own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Jesus came publicly into the Temple in fulfillment of the prophecies of
Zechariah and Malachi, he found it to be filled with animals for sale and cheating
merchants, so he made a whip and drove them out so that God’s Temple could be a
house of prayer for the nations as it was intended.
To Realize—God expects the place of His dwelling to be kept in honor and respect not
as a place to fulfill one’s own greedy desires.
To Respond by—keeping the place of God’s dwelling in respect.
Setting up the Story:
Have students read Zechariah and Malachi’s prophecies.

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.
Purpose of the Temple
A. Solomon’s Temple
B. Zerubbabel’s Temple

C. Herod’s Temple

D. Jesus Goes to the Passover
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As you tell the story:
Explain Solomon’s prayer of
dedication for the Temple.
Have students read God’s
response in II Chron. 7:11-16.
Briefly tell that Solomon’s
Temple was destroyed—but
later Zerubbabel and the
people rebuilt the Temple.
And while it was being rebuilt,
God sent those prophecies to
Zechariah and later sent
prophecies to Malachi that
God’s Messiah would come
into the Temple!
But over hundreds of years,
the people forgot. And Herod
wanted to improve the Temple,
so he made this huge platform
surrounding the Temple.
But what was the purpose of
the Temple still supposed to
be? (House of Prayer for the
nations to come and know the
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a. Jews from all over
world coming

b. Jerusalem crowded

c. Goes into Temple
and observes what is
going on in Court of
the Gentiles

E. Jesus Drives out the Sellers
and Money Changers
a. Makes a whip out of
cords
b. Drives the sheep and
cattle out
c. Scatters the coins
d. Overturns their tables
e. “Get out of here! How
dare you turn my
Father’s house into a
market!”
f. Jews demand a
miraculous sign to
prove his divine
authority
F. Jesus Defends His Authority
a. Destroy this Temple:
I will raise it in three
days.
b. “It’s taken 46 yrs. to
build this temple.”
c. Jesus does other
miracles: but not to
prove himself to the
Jews
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true God.)
I want you to imagine that God
is going to check what is going
on in the Temple. So He
disguises himself and comes
into Jerusalem. (Describe
sights and sounds. Tell about
the cheating going on in the
Temple with the money
changers.) How would you
feel if you were a foreigner and
you had come to worship this
God of the Jews and you got
cheated before you even made
a sacrifice?
Was God’s house being used
for what it was made for?
What was it being used for?
(for the money changers to get
an extra buck—for their own
desires.)
Jesus had come into the
Temple. This is his first public
act in Jerusalem—and when
he comes in and sees what is
going on, a righteous energy
wells up inside him and he
knows that this is not right.

If you saw someone suddenly
start to do this, what would you
be wondering? Who is this?!
Can he do that?! That’s what
their question is—
Read vs. 18

What was the sign Jesus gave
them? His resurrection! The
Temple was His body! How
can the Temple be his body?
Because it is the TRUE place
where God was living! Jesus’
disciples remembered this sign
after he had come back from
the dead—but right then, it
sounded puzzling. You know
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what Jesus’ point was? He
had the authority to do what he
did, because He was God’s
Savior.

Concluding the Story:
Where is God’s Temple today? If you were to go to Jerusalem, that Temple wouldn’t be
there. Where does God live today? (besides “in heaven”!) Have student read I
Corinthians 6:19. Where is God’s Temple? Our body. He lives in us. And what is the
purpose of the Temple? To honor God.
If God were to come to you and look at how His Temple is being used, would he be
pleased or would he have the same reaction when he came to His Temple in John 2 and
saw that it was being misused?
If there is anything that doesn’t belong in your life, or that is dishonoring to God, what
would Jesus want you to do? Get rid of it.
Why? Because it doesn’t belong in the Temple of God.
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NICODEMUS AND SAMARITAN WOMAN MEET JESUS
Scripture:

Materials:
Worksheet

John 3:1-21; 4:1-42

Key Verse: John 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever
rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Nicodemus, a respected Pharisee came to Jesus secretly by night and
Jesus explained to Him that He was the Savior who could offer new life, Nicodemus kept
his belief secret for fear of the Jews, but when Jesus talked with a despised Samaritan
woman in the middle of the day and explained to her that He was the Savior who could
offer abundant life, she openly proclaimed her belief in Jesus and many more
Samaritans believed as a result.
To Realize—Jesus offers new and abundant life to whoever is willing to receive and
believe in Him.
To Respond by—coming to Jesus for new and abundant life, and sharing openly about
it.
Setting up the Story:
Divide the boys and girls up. Have the boys look in John 3 and the girls look in John 4.
Have them come up with as many difference as possible between the two (example:
Nicodemus was a man, Samaritan was a woman—etc.) Either write their answers on
the board as they call them out, or have them come alternately to the board to write their
findings.
Scripture

Telling the story:
I.
Nicodemus Comes to Jesus
A. Man of position
1. of the Pharisees
2. of ruling council
3. respected teacher
B. Comes at night and admits Jesus
is from God: miraculous signs

As you tell the story:
Fill in the two sides of the
worksheet with the
answers the students
come up with. You might
want to add a couple at
the end if they miss
significant differences.

C. Jesus Tells Nicodemus of new
life
1. in order to see kingdom
of God
2. Nicodemus doesn’t
understand
3. Jesus says it’s a
spiritual birth
4. “How can this be?”
5. Jesus tells of God
sending His Son so
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those who believe in
Him won’t be
condemned
D. Nicodemus keeps his beliefs
secret for fear of the Jews
II.

Jesus Goes to Samaritan Woman
A. Woman despised
1. Jews hated Samaritans
normally
2. Jesus’ disciples go to
buy food in the town
3. Woman drawing water
in middle of day—not
normal time.
4. Jesus asks woman for a
drink
B. Woman doesn’t understand why
Jesus is talking to her
C. Jesus tells woman of abundant
life
1. Ask me for living water
2. won’t thirst again
3. “give me some”
4. tells woman about her
husbands
5. woman asks about
where to worship
6. woman acknowledges
about Messiah
7. “I am he.”
D. Woman tells whole village about
Jesus being Messiah
1. Many Samaritans
believe
2. Jesus stays 2 more
days
3. More believe he is the
Savior of the world
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Concluding the Story:
(After all the answers are on the board) These two people are so different, but when
John wrote this gospel, he put them back-to-back: and not just because they happened
close together. It was because of what they had in COMMON. Look at the two lists of
what was different about them.
Now look and see if you can tell what it was that was in COMMON.
(They both needed eternal life; a Savior—Jesus offered new and abundant life to both.)
But only one received it at this time and wasn’t afraid to proclaim it.

© Heart and Mind Bible Curriculum: LOJ

40

HEALING THE OFFICIAL’S SON
Scripture:
John 4:43-54

Materials:
worksheet

Key Verse:
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not
see.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Jesus had turned water to wine in Cana, and had performed miracles
in Jerusalem, the leaders concluded that God was with Him. But the Samaritan woman
believed Jesus because of His words to her. So after these things, when Jesus returned
to Cana and an official begged him to heal his son 20 miles away in Capernaum, Jesus
told him to go home because his son lived—and the man took Jesus at his word and
went home to find his son alive.
To Realize—true faith is not the result of seeing signs and miracles, but it is taking Jesus
at His word, which results in seeing what He will do.
To Respond by—taking Jesus at his word rather than waiting for a sign in order to
believe or be “wow-ed”.
Setting up the Story:
Before school, buy a candy bar, put it in a bag and give it to the school secretary or
someone that is a little distance away from your classroom.
Open with a couple of questions:
I want to see how much you guys really trust me! If I told you that I would give each of
you $100 for doing your homework this week, would you believe me? (pick one student)
If I told you that I will give you an A on your next test no matter what you make, would
you believe me? (pick another student) If I told you that you I had a candy bar waiting
for you at the front desk, would you believe me?
There is ONE WAY to find out whether or not you believe me…what is that? In today’s
lesson, Jesus was meeting people that were saying they believed him—but they weren’t
really believing him. You remember from the past few lessons…

Scripture
John 2:23,
3:1, 4:3941
4:45

Telling the story:
I.
Background to Story
A. Jesus had turned water
to wine in Cana: word
had gotten around
B. Jesus had performed
miracles in Jerusalem:
Nicodemus confessed
that they knew he was
from God
C. The Samaritan woman
hadn’t seen miracles,
but had believed Jesus’
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As you tell the story:

Who had Jesus performed this
miracle for? But word had gotten
around about what had happened!
Jesus didn’t stay there: he went to
Jerusalem for the feast.
And what had Nicodemus said
about Jesus? Why? (because of
miracles!) They believed he could
do miraculous things—but they
didn’t really believe HIM.
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word.

D. Jesus returned to Cana.
II.
4:46-47

An Official wants Jesus to
Heal his son.
A. Heard that Jesus had
come from Judea
B. Son at Capernaum: 20
miles away
C. Begged Jesus to come
D. Son was at point of
death

What about the Samaritan woman?
What miracle did she see?
(possibly that Jesus told her about
herself…) but she believed Jesus’
WORDS.

So when He arrives back in Cana,
the first thing that happens is an
official runs up to him and wants
Jesus to come heal his son. Why?
Does he believe in Jesus?

4:58-49

III.

Jesus Says People Won’t
Believe Unless They See
Signs
A. Had just seen it
demonstrated in Jerus.
B. Man asks him again to
come down to
Capernaum.

4:50-54

C. Jesus tests the man:
“Go, your son lives.”
IV.

The Official Believes Jesus’
Word
A. Starts on his way
B. Slaves meet him with
good news: “Son lives”

C. Asks what time he was
healed
D. Same hour Jesus had
said.
E. Official believes and his
whole household
F. “Second Miracle”

Jesus has seen many people in
Jerusalem who just want to see
another miracle. “Prove it to us
what you can do! Show us
another! Wow!”
Is that what this official is thinking?
There is only one way to find out…
How is that?
How can the official prove he really
believes Jesus?
Jesus tells him: “Go. Your son
lives.”
Now, how far away was
Capernaum? 20 miles!
What if I said to (student), “Go,
your candy bar is waiting for you.”
There’s only one way to know if
you really believe my word…
(see if student chooses to go. If
they want to go, let them. If not,
don’t force the matter.)
Do you think it was lack of faith to
ask what time the son was healed?
It says the official believed…I
thought he had already believed!
He had the confirmation of what he
knew to be true, but couldn’t yet
see.

Concluding the Story:
This story isn’t very complicated. It’s the second miracle Jesus does—but it shows that
Jesus isn’t primarily interested in doing the miracle , but in what is going on in the heart
of the person. Did the Official have faith in Jesus? How do we know?
Write: “True faith is taking Jesus at his Word and acting on it.”
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When the student comes back with the candy bar—true faith is not sitting in your seat
saying you believe there is a candy bar at the front desk. True faith is believing my word
and going and getting it.
Don’t try that with your homework or with your test! I WON’T be giving tests!
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REJECTION AT NAZARETH
Scripture:
Luke 4:16-31

Materials Needed:
worksheet

Key Verse: John 3:19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved
darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know— the people of Nazareth were so familiar with Jesus, that when
He didn't do miracles like he thought He would, and he instead claimed to fulfill
Scripture, they took offense and tried to push him off a cliff.
To Realize— one can grow up so familiar with the Truth (Jesus) that when it is different
than what one expected it (him) to be, they turn away rather than changing their wrong
beliefs.
To Respond by— by not rejecting the Truth (Jesus) just because they have grown up
around it in Christian homes.

Setting up the Story:
(pick a sports figure that is known to your students). How many of you know Marcus
Lattimore? (USC football player) He is an amazing player—and he had an amazing first
year at USC. Do you know where Marcus Lattimore is from? Duncan, SC. That is a
small little town near Spartanburg. How do you think the people from Duncan, SC feel
when Marcus does something really good? “That’s our Marcus! He grew up here!” And
when he goes back to Duncan, SC, do you think he is really popular? How do you think
kids who knew Marcus when he was in school with him act when his name comes up?
“Yeah—I knew Marcus. I used to go to school with him!” Why does everyone want to
say they went to school with Marcus? Because he is so popular!
After Jesus had done the miracle at the wedding in Cana, and gone to Jerusalem at
Passover—everyone was talking about him! They were amazed that he had done a
miracle in Capernaum. And then they heard that he was on his way home to Nazareth!
How do you think they were feeling? Excited!

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

The people of Nazareth are
familiar with Jesus
A. Jesus had grown up
there
B. They saw him as a
“regular person”—
brothers, sisters, Mary
and Joseph
C. They heard of his
miracles that were done
in Capernaum
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As you tell the story:
Can you imagine Jesus coming
back to his hometown after having
done a miracle?! And some men
are already following him. And
they are wondering if he is really
the Savior that God had promised!
Did he look or act differently when
he was growing up? No—he didn’t
do any miracles then. He acted
just like a normal boy who had to
obey his parents! But now they are
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II.

Jesus Doesn’t Perform for
them
A. Reads from the
Scripture

all waiting. What do you think they
are wondering? “Is Jesus going to
do lots of miracles here, too?” “We
are his friends! Maybe he’s going
to do special things for us because
we are his home town!”

Jesus goes in to the synagogue.
All eyes are on him. They are
waiting to hear what he is going to
say.
After He reads, they are pretty
B. Quotes “Physician, heal impressed. He has authority. And
yourself.” They want him now, what are they waiting for?
to do what he did in
Some big sign or miracle.
Capernaum
C. Mentions Elijah’s
Does Jesus know that is what they
ministry
are waiting for?
1. To widow of
Zarephath
Do you know why he said that? He
2. To Namaan
was saying, “Just because you live
in a certain place, doesn’t mean
you get miracles.”
III.

The people try to stone
Jesus
A. They are furious at what
Jesus is saying

B. They take him to the top
of the hill to throw him
down the cliff.
C. Jesus slips out of the
crowd
D. Jesus moves his
headquarters to
Capernaum

That’s when they realized….Jesus
wasn’t going to do miracles there in
Nazareth. They weren’t going to
be treated as special because they
had grown up with Jesus.

Why were they so angry? They
thought they knew all about Jesus
because they had grown up with
him. But they didn’t know He was
really the Messiah—God’s savior.
And unless He did what they
wanted him to do, they didn’t really
want to listen to him.

Concluding the Story:
Do you know what was so sad? These people had grown up with the TRUTH right
there—Jesus was the Messiah. But because it didn’t go like they thought it should, and
Jesus didn’t do things they thought He should, they rejected Him. Do you know that can
happen today, too? Sometimes kids grow up hearing about Jesus in Sunday School,
and they think they know all about Jesus. But then when they get older, Jesus doesn’t
do what they think He should. And do you know some teenagers, or even adults reject
Jesus because of that?
Jesus IS God’s true Savior. Let’s ask that we would never reject Him just because we
have heard about him in church or at school or in our homes. Let’s ask that we would
never reject Him because he doesn’t do things that we think He should do. Let’s receive
what He has to say to us, JUST because He IS the Son of God.
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MIRACLES OF JESUS
Scriptures:
Isaiah 35:5-3-6, 61:1-3
Great Catch of Fish Luke 5:1-11
Healing the Demoniac: Mark 1:21-28
Luke 4:31-37
Healing the Leper: Mark 1:40-45
Matthew 8:2-4; Luke 5:12-14
Healing the Paralytic: Mark 2:1-13
Matt. 9:2-8; Luke 5:18-26

Materials Needed: video camera to
record skits!

Key Verse: Isaiah 61:1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the
prisoners.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—Jesus did not do His miracles to impress the crowds or prove that He was the
Son of God, rather He did them in fulfillment of prophecy that He would heal the broken
hearted and preach the favorable year of the Lord.
To Realize—Jesus brought the kingdom of God to the outcast, the hated, the helpless,
the forgotten, and the sinner.
To Respond by—recognizing one’s needy condition and coming to Jesus to be part of
God’s kingdom.

Setting up the Story:
T/F Jesus did miracles to prove that He was the Son of God. (get discussion but don’t
answer the question.)
You are going to be in groups and each group is going to write a script for a 2-minute
reenactment of one of the early miracles of Jesus. You should be able to finish the
script today and figure out what props (if any) and costumes (if any) you want for your
script. Tomorrow I’ll give you time to practice your skits and then we are going to film
them!
(note: after filming each skit, I put them together in MS Movie Maker and we watched
them together. I also had a second version, where I had added “special effects” in
Movie Maker—which made the skits quite funny the second time around!)

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

Great Catch of Fish
A. Jesus is teaching the
multitude and uses Peter’s
boat
B. Tells Peter to put out his nets
for a catch
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As you tell the story:
Students get a ½ piece of
paper with their Scripture on it
and the following questions
they must answer as a group:
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C. Peter tells Jesus they’ve been
fishing all night but caught
nothing
D. He does it anyway and there
are so many fish their nets are
breaking!
II.

III.

IV.

Healing the Demoniac
A. Jesus in the synagogue
1. In Capernaum
2. Begins to teach
3. Everyone amazed
4. Teaches w/ authority
B. Man with spirit cries out
1. “What do we have to do
with you?
2. I know who you are!
3. The Holy One of God!
C. Jesus Casts the demon out
1. “Be quiet! Come out”
2. Man thrown into
convulsions
3. Evil spirit comes out
4. Everyone amazed
D. News spreads
Healing the Leper
A. Jesus has been preaching
B. A leper begs Jesus to make
him clean
1. Falls on knees
2. “if you are willing”
C. Jesus is moved with
compassion
1. Touches him
2. “I am willing”
3. Immediately clean
D. Jesus tells the man not to tell
anyone
1. Show self to priests
2. Offer cleansing
3. For a testimony
E. The man proclaims it freely

1. Name of the Miracle.
2. Where it took place.

3. Who are the
characters in the
story?
4. What is the need of
the person who gets
healed?

5. How do others view
the person before they
get healed?
6. How does Jesus view
the person?

7. What is the reaction of
the person after they
get healed?
8. Why was the miracle
done?

Healing the Paralytic
A. Many gather: no room
1. Back in Capernaum
2. He is speaking the word of
God
B. Four men bring a paralytic
1. They can’t get to Jesus
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2. They remove roof
3. They lower friend down
C. Jesus Forgives and Heals the
Man
1. “Your sins are forgiven”
2. Scribes grumble
3. “So you will know that the
Son of man has authority
to forgive sins…”
4. Tells paralytic to get up,
pick up pallet, and go
home
D. Crowds glorify God
E. Jesus teaches by seashore

Concluding the Story:
After skits are reinacted, ask opening question—did Jesus do miracles to prove he was
the Son of God? He didn’t need to prove it! In fact, He often told the people NOT to
proclaim it! Then why did He do these miracles? (Look up verses in Isaiah.) Write on
worksheet: “Jesus cares for the outcast, the hated, the helpless, the sinful, and the
forgotten people.” Who is that good news for? US!...if we are in one of those
categories! Jesus cares about us!
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CALL OF MATTHEW
Scripture:
Matt. 9:9-13, Mark 2:14-17,
Luke 5:27-32

Materials:
worksheet

Key Verse: Luke 15:10 There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Levi, a tax collector, was called to follow Jesus, he left his tax booth
and held a banquet with many of his tax collector friends in Jesus’ honor, and when the
scribes and Pharisees complained that Jesus was drinking with sinners, Jesus said he
had come to call sinners to repentance.
To Realize—Because Jesus came for sinners, one should realize their condition and
follow him, inviting others to know Jesus as well.
To Respond by—recognizing their own sinful condition, and inviting others to know
Jesus.

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

Jesus Tells Levi (Matthew
to follow Him)

II.

Levi Holds a Dinner in
Jesus’ Honor

III.

The Scribes and Pharisees
Complain

IV.

Jesus Explains Who He
Came For

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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SABBATH CONTROVERSIES
Scripture:
John 5, Luke 6:1-11 (Matt. 12:1-14,
Mark 2:23-3:6)

Materials:
worksheet

Key Verse: Mark 7:8 You have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to
the traditions of men.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—Jesus, who was Lord of the Sabbath, healed on the Sabbath because being
compassionate was the fulfillment of God’s law, whereas the Pharisees found fault with
Jesus and His disciples because they looked on outward rules.
To Realize—One focused on external laws will judge others with and unmerciful heart
rather than fulfilling God’s true Law of love.
To Respond by—see situations and act with God’s compassion rather than external
judgments.

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

Jesus Heals the Man at the
Pool of Bethesda

II.

The Disciples Get Grain
from the Fields

III.

Jesus Heals the Man with
the Withered Hand

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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CALLING THE 12 DISCIPLES
(52 MAB ST.)
Scripture:
Matt. 12:9-15, 4:25, Mark 3:1-19, Luke
6:12-16

Materials:
Worksheet

Key Verse: Mark 3:14,15 He appointed twelve - designating them apostles - that they
might be with him and that he might send them out to preach and to have authority to
drive out demons.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—As great multitudes began to follow Jesus because of the healings, He went
off to a mountainside to pray all night, and afterwards He chose 12 to be with Him and to
send them out to do what He was doing.
To Realize—A true disciple of Jesus is not one who is casually interested in Jesus, but
one who will learn to be like Him.
To Respond by—learning Jesus’ ways and doing what He does.

Setting up the Story:
Scripture
Matt. 12:915, 4:25
Mark 3:112

Telling the story:
I.

As you tell the story:

Many Multitudes are Following
Jesus
A. Pharisees and Herodians
are taking counsel how to
destroy Jesus
B. Jesus Withdraws but the
Multitudes follow
1. From Galilee
2. From Decapolis
3. From Jersualem
4. From Judea
5. From Beyond Jordan
C. Jesus heals but warns the
demons not to make him
known

II. Jesus Chooses 12 Apostles
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Show on a map: people were
coming from everywhere! People
were hearing about what was going
on. It wasn’t a small little thing
happening in Cana of Galilee
anymore. People wanted to know
where Jesus was.
But why? What were they
interested in?

Apostle is a title meaning, “one
sent with a special commission”
(NIV study note Luke 6:13)
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III. Purpose of Choosing 12
A. To be with Him

B. Send them out
1. To preach
2. To have authority to
cast out demons

Why would Jesus choose 12 to be
with him? The whole group was
following him around!
He wanted them to learn who He
was, how he did things. He wanted
them to be LIKE HIM!
What had Jesus been doing before
he chose the 12? He had been
casting out demons! Satan was
opposing God’s work and
Kingdom, and they knew who
Jesus was. Jesus was giving His
disciples over Satan to preach
God’s kingdom!

Concluding the Story:
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Beatitudes Matthew 5-7
Blessed are
 The poor in spirit
 Those who mourn
 The meek
 Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness
 The merciful
 The pure in heart
 The peacemakers
 Those who are persecuted for righteousness
5:17 “I didn’t come to abolish the Law or the Prophets, but to fulfill.”
You have heard:

I tell you:

5:21-25
You shall not murder.

“You idiot”=guilty

5:27-31
Do not commit adultery.

5:33-37
You shall not make false
vows.
5:38-39
An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.
5:43
Love your neighbor; hate
your enemy.

Beatitude:

If you are presenting your
offering…
Make friends with your
opponent…
Looking at a woman and
lusting…
If your eye or hand causes
you to stumble…
Everyone who divorces his
wife…
Make no oath at all…
Let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and
your ‘no’, ‘no’
Do not resist an evil
person…
Turn the other cheek; go
the second mile…
Love your enemies and
pray for them.
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Beatitudes Matthew 5-7
Blessed are
 The poor in spirit: humble, don’t think highly of themselves
 Those who mourn: troubled by wicked things in the world
 The meek: strength under control (like a horse)
 Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness: a craving for
righteousness
 The merciful: those who act in kindness toward those in need
 The pure in heart: unmixed/undivided in affection
 The peacemakers: those who get along with others and help others get
along
 Those who are persecuted for righteousness: being disliked or put down
for doing the right thing
5:17 “I didn’t come to abolish the Law or the Prophets, but to fulfill.”
You have heard:

I tell you:

Beatitude:

5:21-25
You shall not murder.

“You idiot”=guilty

The meek

If you are presenting your
offering…
Make friends with your
opponent…
Looking at a woman and
lusting…
If your eye or hand causes
you to stumble…
Everyone who divorces his
wife…
Make no oath at all…

The peacemakers

5:27-31
Do not commit adultery.

5:33-37
You shall not make false
vows.
5:38-39
An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.
5:43
Love your neighbor; hate
your enemy.

Let your ‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and
your ‘no’, ‘no’
Do not resist an evil
person…
Turn the other cheek; go
the second mile…
Love your enemies and
pray for them.
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The pure in heart
Hunger and thirst for
righteousness
The pure in heart
The peacemakers or poor
in spirit

The meek
Those persecuted for
righteousness
Merciful
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Beatitudes Matthew 5-7
Giving, Praying, Fasting
Are these two things saying the same thing or opposite things?
Matthew 5:16
Let your light shine before men that
they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.

Matthew 6:1
Be careful not to do your ‘acts of
righteousness’ before men, to be seen
by them, if you do you will have no
reward from your Father in heaven.

Action
6:2-4 When you give

Method
do it in secret

6:5-15 When you pray

pray to your Father in
secret
do not be noticed by men
but by your Father

6:16-18 When you fast

Result
your Father will reward
you.
your Father will reward
you.
your Father will reward
you.

Experiments to try at home:
Decide an amount of money you are going to give to someone in need. Do it
anonymously—just between you and God. You may need to think creatively to
make sure the person doesn’t know it is from you. Tell God you are giving this
money to Him, and that you will wait for Him to repay you: and He can do it
anytime He wants.
Buy a small notebook or journal. Record your “real” prayer requests in it: things
you are asking God to do that only He can do for the situation. Put the date of
the request. When the answer is given, write it down.
Read a book about fasting to learn more about what fasting is for.
(Recommended: God’s Appointed Fast) Get permission from your parents to do
either a 24-hr. fast or a partial fast. Before you fast, know the reason why you
are fasting. As you fast, journal when you get hungry and what you thought and
did when you were hungry. See if God answers the reason for which you fasted
and make a note of it in your journal.

God is not looking at what label we show on the outside, but what is inside. He is
looking to see if the “outer life” and the “inner life” match.
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Beatitudes Matthew 5-7
“No One Can Serve Two Masters”
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy and where thieves do
not break in and steal.

No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the
other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both
God and Money.

Seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will
be given to you as well.
What is a master key?
What would be the indications in someone’s life that money were their “master”
key?



What would be the indications in someone’s life that God held their “master” key?




How can a person take money that they have and put it into an invisible
“heavenly bank account”?

The One Lira Project:
With just one lira, think of a way to turn it into something of eternal value. On an
index card, write what you did and why you believe it is “stored up” in a heavenly
account.
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CENTURION’S SERVANT HEALED
Scripture:
Matt. 8:5-13, Luke 7:1-10

Materials Needed:
Worksheet

Key Verse:
Matthew 8:8 The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come
under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed."
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know— although the centurion was commended to Jesus because of all good things
he had done for the Jews, Jesus did not heal his servant because of that but because
the centurion acknowledged and submitted to Jesus' authority to speak and heal.
To Realize—God does not respond to people’s requests on the basis of who they are or
what great things they have done, but on the basis of their faith and submission in Jesus’
authority.
To Respond by—submitting to Jesus’ authority when bringing requests to God.

Setting up the Story:

Scripture Telling the story:
As you tell the story:
I.
Centurion Is Commended
to Jesus
II.

Jesus is Going to Come

III.

Centurion Appeals to
Jesus’ Authority and
Submits

Concluding the Story:
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WIDOW OF NAIN AND JOHN’S Q&A
Scripture:
Luke 7:11-15

Materials Needed:

Key Verse: Luke 7:22 Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind
receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are
raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—John had preached that the Messiah would usher in God’s Judgment on
God’s enemies, but when he was imprisoned he sent messengers to ask Jesus if he
were really the Messiah. Jesus had just raised the Widow of Nain’s son, and gave John
Scripture to show him that he was, indeed the Messiah.
To Realize—When one encounters trials that make no sense, they must hang on to the
truth of Scriptures, knowing that regardless of how things appear, God is still working out
His plan.
To Respond by—not doubting God’s plan when nothing seems to be making sense, but
hanging on to God’s Word.

Setting up the Story:
“It’s not like I thought.” “Why isn’t God doing something?” “How come evil people are
getting away with things and it seems God isn’t doing anything?” “Am I really believing
the right thing?”
Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

John Preaches the Coming
Messiah
A. Winnowing fork is in His
hand
B. Will destroy evildoers

II.

John is Arrested
A. Herod tries to shut John
up
B. John sends His
disciples to Jesus
C. “Are you the expected
One or should we look
for someone else?”

III.

Jesus Gives John
Evidence to Hang On To
A. He had just healed the
widow of Nain’s son
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As you tell the story:
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B. He quotes Isaiah’s
prophecy of the ministry
of the Messiah
C. “Blessed is the one who
keeps from stumbling.”

Concluding the Story:
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BEELZEBUB ACCUSATION
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse:
Mark 5:19 Go

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—On
To Realize—
To Respond by—not

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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Summary of Parables from Matthew 13
When Jesus came, He taught his followers through parables that the Kingdom of
Heaven:










Was unseen (spiritual)
Was starting small
Would spread and grow
Would become visible and have a permeating effect
Was more valuable than anything else they could have
Would cost a person everything to get
Would have pretenders in it
Would have the pretenders taken out and judged
Would bring everything to light and completion at the Final Judgment

Choose two of the truths above and write how it would encourage or challenge
The Disciples:

The Pharisees:
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DAY OF MIRACLES: HEALING THE DEMONIAC-STILLING THE
STORM-JAIRUS’ DAUGHTER-WOMAN OF FAITH
Scripture:
Mark4:35-5:20

Materials Needed:
Worksheet with grid.

Key Verse:
Mark 5:19 Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you,
and how he has had mercy on you.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—On a particular day of miracles, Jesus calmed the storm on the Sea of
Galilee, cast out powerful demons from a man, healed a woman of faith and raised
Jairus’ daughter from the dead.
To Realize—Jesus is in control of nature, demons, sickness and death.
To Respond by—not fearing the helpless situations in the world, but trusting in the
person of Jesus as the one who has authority over those things.

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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FEEDING THE FIVE THOUSAND
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

John 6:1-13 (Matt. 14:13-21, Mark 6:32-44,
Luke 9:10-17)

Pictures of story
Can of sardines, five loaves of bread

Key Verse: Where are we to find bread that these may eat?
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Jesus tested Philip by asking where they would get enough bread,
Philip didn’t know and Andrew didn’t think that a boy’s 5 loaves and 2 fish was sufficient
either, but Jesus gave thanks and multiplied the food, and afterwards the disciples
gathered 12 baskets full.
To Realize—When one is doing a God-given task, and doesn’t know where to get the
resources, he should go to Jesus, knowing that He will supply all that he needs.
To Respond by—going to God for the resources for his God-given task.

Setting up the Story:
What is your least-favorite part of school? (get answers…homework, tests…)
Someone said tests. Wouldn’t it be nice if teachers did away with tests? I mean, why do
teachers give tests anyway?!
Did you know that even Jesus gave tests? It says in John 6 that Jesus gave a test to his
disciples, and it only had ONE question on it. What ONE test question do you think
Jesus would give to his disciples? (get a few answers and then have students look in
their Bibles.)

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

Jesus Asks Philip a
Question
A. 5,000+ men
B. There for awhile=hungry
C. They don’t need to go
away: “You give them
something to eat.”
D. “Where are we to buy
bread that these may
eat?”

II.

Philip and Andrew Fail the
Test Question
A. 200 denarii?!
B. “How man loaves? Go
look.”
C. Andrew: “Five barley
loaves and 2 fish. What
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As you tell the story:
Storytell background. Crowds had
met them. Teaching all day.
Getting late. Disciples wanted
Jesus to wrap it up. Jesus said,
“You do it.”
Then he selected lucky Philip for
the test question.
Look in John 6:5.

Imagine each person got a Happy
Meal from McDonalds. How much
would that cost?
(try to figure out what a crowd of
5,000 would look like within the
context of your community—how
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are these for so many?”

many congregations? How many
students/parents??)
How do you think the disciples felt
as they figured out the size of the
crowd?
Who had given them this job?
Jesus! So He must have expected
them to actually know the answer
to the question and do the job. But
they are stuck!

III.

Jesus Multiplies the Food
Jesus decides to show them the
A. Everyone sit down
answer: “Tell everyone to sit
B. Jesus gave thanks
down.”
C. As much as they wanted
D. They were filled

IV.

Disciples Gather 12
Baskets Full
A. Jesus tells them to
gather
B. 12 baskets=12 disciples

Why 12 baskets? One for each
disciple. He was trying to see what
they had learned: it was a test.
And then he had showed them the
answer. And as they picked up the
leftovers and started putting them
in their baskets, I wonder if that is
when the answer hit them. “Where
are we to get the food to do the job
Jesus gave us to do?

Concluding the Story:
Where DID they find the food to feed all those people? JESUS! It sounds simple, but
who had given them the job? We don’t have to feed 5,000 people with 5 loaves and 2
fish, but we find ourselves in God-given situations that seem pretty overwhelming.
Maybe it looks like this:
“Where am I to find the time to do these tasks?...”
“Where am I going to get the energy to…”
“How can I do what Jesus is asking me to do?....”
What is the answer to those questions? JESUS. That isn’t giving a trite answer. That is
pointing us to where we need to run.
Is there something you need to ask Jesus for in order to do what He wants you to do?
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GALILEAN CRISIS
Scripture:
John 6:25-71

Materials Needed:
Advertisements showing various methods
of selling products.
Hairspray with “Jesus” label taped on it

Key Verse: John 6:28, 29 "What must we do to do the works God requires?"
Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—After the large crowds were fed with the loaves and fish, they wanted to make
Jesus king. But when Jesus made it plain they would have to accept Him for who he
was and not for what He did for them many of those who had been following Jesus
turned away.
To Realize—One who wants to follow Jesus cannot come to Him on their own terms, but
must accept what He says, allowing Him to rule them.
To Respond by—coming to Jesus on His terms and not their own.

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

The Crowds Want to
Make Jesus King

II.

Jesus Makes It Plain He
Must Be in Charge

III.

Many Disciples Stop
Following

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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PETER’S CALL (RETROSPECT)
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Matthew 4:18-22, Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:111

worksheet

Key Verse: Matthew 4:19 "Come, follow me," Jesus said, “and I will make you fishers
of me.” At once they left their nets and followed Him.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Jesus first called the disciples to follow Him, they left their nets and
followed him. Later, after Jesus had been teaching from Peter’s boat, he told Peter to let
down his nets to catch fish. After Peter reluctantly obeyed and caught many fish, he told
Jesus to depart from him because he was a sinful man; but Jesus told him not to be
afraid because he would be “catching men.” So Peter left everything and followed Jesus.
To Realize—A true follower of Jesus will DO whatever Jesus tells him to DO, even when
it doesn’t make sense and even when he doesn’t feel worthy.
To Respond by—doing what Jesus wants them to do.

Setting up the Story:
Write the word “Retrospective” on the board. Does anyone know what that means? It
means you are taking a look back in order to gain some perspective, or new
understanding of the present. We are going to take a look back at an event that we
studied with some of the first miracles Jesus did.
After Jesus fed the 5,000 and he doesn’t let the crowds make him king by force, he
starts a special time of mainly training His disciples—especially Peter! So we are going
to take a look back to when Peter first met and followed Jesus, because it will help us
understand the lessons Jesus is trying to teach Peter and His other disciples at this
point.

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

I.

Peter Hears About Jesus for
the First Time.
A. Andrew had heard John
the Baptist identify Jesus
B. Andrew told Jesus they
had found the Christ—
Messiah.

Draw stick figures and write the
headings on the worksheet as
you tell the story.

II.

Peter Follows Jesus
A. Jesus is walking along the
Sea of Galilee
B. Simon and Andrew are
casting their nets.
C. Jesus says to follow Him

Draw stick figures of Peter
leaving his nets and following
Jesus.
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and he will make them
fishers of men.
D. They immediately leave
their nets and follow;
along with James and
John
III.

Peter Follows Jesus
D. Peter and probably
Andrew are cleaning their
nets
E. Jesus is teaching the
crowds
1. He saw two boats
2. The fishermen were
washing their net
3. He got into Simon
Peter’s boat
F. Jesus Tells Simon how to
Catch Fish
1. Put out into the deep
water.
2. Let down the nets for a
catch.
3. “Master, we’ve worked
hard all
night…nevertheless…”
4. They catch so many,
their nets begin to
break.
5. “Depart from me, Lord,
I am a sinful man.”

Then on another day:
The crowds were pressing
against him and Jesus wanted as
many people to hear his
message as possible. So he got
into a boat and was teaching
from just along the shore. The
hill going down to the water’s
edge made a perfect
amphitheater, and it would have
been easy for hundreds and
even thousands of people to hear
Jesus teaching from the boat.

Draw stick figures of Peter in the
boat letting down the net. Write
the words “Depart from me, I am
a sinful man.”

Concluding the Story:
What had Peter realized about himself? He wasn’t the one calling the shots…not even
when it came to fishing! Jesus was going to be the One in charge. Peter saw that he
was sinful; maybe his attitude had been arrogant. What did he tell Jesus to do? Depart
from him—go away. But what did Jesus say? (Read Luke 5:10) Don’t be afraid.” Jesus
wanted Peter to be His follower—HE was the one who was in charge. So what did Peter
do? The only logical thing for a true follower of Jesus—He did what Jesus told him to
do. He left everything and followed Jesus.
Who is calling the shots in your life? Are you telling Jesus how things should go? Or
are you letting Jesus tell YOU what to do? A true follower will DO whatever Jesus tells
him to DO.
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PETER WALKS ON WATER
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Matthew 14:24-33/John 6:14-21

worksheet

Key Verse: Matthew 14:28, 29 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you
on the water.” “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the
water and came toward Jesus.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—After the feeding of the 5,000 when the people were going to make Jesus
king by force, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat to go to the other side of the
Sea of Galilee. After several hours, Jesus saw them straining against the wind and
came to them walking on the water. Peter called out to Jesus and walked to him on the
water, until he started to sink when he saw the waves, but Jesus grabbed hold of him
and they got to land.
To Realize—When one is where Jesus has sent them and things become difficult, He is
right there with them, so they shouldn’t fear the surroundings but run to him for safety.
To Respond by—going to Jesus for safety when things are difficult.

Setting up the Story:
When you were younger, how many of you ever missed something exciting that was
going on because you were too little to do it? How did you feel? Disappointed? Maybe
that your parents didn’t understand and were keeping you from something exciting!
There was actually a time when the disciples could have felt that way!
The event in today’s story happened JUST after Jesus fed the 5,000 and JUST before
the Galilean crisis—in fact, it happened during the night between the two events. The
reason why we saved it until today is because Peter is a main character and we are
looking at how Jesus is training His disciples—so we are focusing especially on Peter
and what Jesus is trying to teach him.

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

Jesus Sends His Disciples
Across the Lake.
A. The disciples have just
been passing out bread
and fish to feed 5,000
B. The people want to
make Jesus King by
force
C. He immediately makes
the disciples get into the
boat and go ahead of
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As you tell the story:
Draw stick figures and write the
headings that go IN the boxes as you
tell the story. (Save the sub titles
under the boxes until the end.)
Imagine you are the disciples and you
have been with Jesus all this time while
He has been teaching the crowds, and
then you have been passing out bread
and fish! And you hear some people
start saying, “This is the Prophet who is
to come into the world.” What would
68

II.

him to the other side.

you be thinking?! Maybe this is the
time Jesus is going to set up his
kingdom, and you are going to be right
there! And you can tell that the crowd
is beginning to talk about Jesus being
their King!
JUST then, Jesus comes up to you and
tells you that you have to get in your
boat and go to the other side of the
Lake! …without him!

Jesus Comes to His
Disciples
A. Jesus dismisses the
crowds and goes on the
mountain to pray by
himself.
B. About eight or nine
hours have passed—it’s
about 3 or 4 in the
morning.

Maybe they felt like they were going to
miss all of the excitement. But Jesus
was doing for them exactly what they
needed! It wasn’t the right thing for Him
to be forced to become king. He sends
the crowds away and then goes to a
place by himself on the mountain in
order to talk to His Father.
Meanwhile, do you know where the
disciples are? They are STUCK in
some pretty strong winds blowing
against them! They have been rowing
for hours and only traveled about 3-1/2
miles. HOW do you think the disciples
feel? WHY are the disciples in the
middle of the lake? WHO sent them
out there? Jesus!
So…are the disciples where they are
supposed to be? Yes! But it doesn’t
feel like they are. They have no idea
that Jesus can see them right then!

C. The disciples had only
rowed 3-1/2 miles
against a strong wind.
D. Jesus can see the small
boat and goes to them
by walking on the water.

III.

Peter Goes to Jesus
A. The disciples think they
are seeing a ghost as
Jesus is about to pass
by.
B. Jesus tells them to take
courage and not be
afraid because it is He.
C. Peter asks Jesus to tell
him to come out if it is
really him.
D. Jesus says, “Come.”
E. Peter walks on the water
toward Jesus
1. He sees the wind
and is afraid
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Jesus has been talking with His Father
and knows that His Father wants him to
go to be with the disciples…right then!
So he is walking on the lake!
Of course, the disciples see Jesus
going by their boat and they DON’T
say… “Oh, look, there’s Jesus!” they
are terrified and say, “There’s a ghost!”
Now—they’ve been in their little boat
fighting wind and waves for hours! At
that moment when Jesus says that it is
him out there, where is the safest place
to be? A battered little boat, or with
Jesus? Peter decides that it is with
Jesus!
And as long as Peter is looking at
JESUS, he is safe. But what happens
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2. He starts to sink and
cries out, “Lord!
Save me!”
3. Immediately Jesus
catches him and
rebukes him for his
little faith, asking
why he doubted.
IV.

Jesus Gets in the boat
A. The wind dies down
B. The disciples say
“Truly you are the
Son of God”
C. They reach the other
shore.

in verse 30?
He takes his eyes off of Jesus!
What does he look at instead?
The wind and waves! Maybe it was a
big wave just at that moment, because
it suddenly occurs to Peter that he isn’t
supposed to be walking on water!
That’s impossible!
He starts to sink. Is he in the safest
place now? No. Where is the safest
place? With Jesus! And look who he
cries out to! “Lord, save me!” That is a
short and honest prayer!!

Peter was just beginning to learn the
lesson Jesus wanted to teach him.
(Write the sub-titles on the board)

Concluding the Story:
1. This is where we should be
2. And Jesus is here with us
3. I must run to him.
The disciples hadn’t missed all of the excitement. Jesus had sent them into a storm so
that they would trust him even more and come to HIM in the storm.
Sometimes we have problems that we wonder why God has allowed them to be there.
(Write on board)
Problems with
My self
My parents
My friends
Understanding God
When things are all mixed up and we don’t know where to go, where does Jesus want
us to go? To HIM! “This is where I should be, and Jesus is here with me. I must run to
Him.”
A person who is truly following Jesus will run to Him for safety.
Let’s pray.
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PETER’S CONFESSION
Scripture:
Matthew 16:13-28, Mark 8:27-38

Materials:
worksheet

Key Verse: Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the
Living God.”

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Jesus asked his disciples who others said He was, they replied that
some thought John the Baptist or a prophet. But when Jesus asked who they said He
was, Peter clearly stated that He was the Christ, the Son of the living God.
To Realize—No matter what other people say about Jesus, one must be personally
convinced who Jesus is and be willing to state that plainly.
To Respond by—being convinced of who Jesus is and what He means to them
personally, no matter what others’ opinions about Him may be.

Setting up the Story:
Look up an article which states that Jesus was a great leader or prophet. How do we
know that this isn’t true? We say, “Jesus is the Son of God” but other people say “Jesus
is a prophet” and they think they are just as right as we think we are. How can a person
KNOW?
Scripture

Telling the story:
I.
Jesus Asks Who People Say
He is
A. Traveling in Caesarea
Philippi
B. Jesus asks, “Who do men
say that I am?”
C. Disciples answer
A. John the B
B. Elijah
C. Jeremiah
D. One of prophets

As you tell the story:

Look up on maps.

Notice that all of the answers
people gave were “prophets.”
The common belief was that
Jesus was ___ (one of the
prophets/a prophet)
He got it! This was a truth that
not everyone saw. Jesus’ identity
was not just “a prophet”—He was
actually the anointed one of God:
the Son of God sent to fulfill the
promises of God.

II.

Peter Confesses the Truth
About Who Jesus is
A. Jesus asks, “Who do YOU
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How do you think it made Jesus
feel, in the midst of having all
these other disciples who had
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say that I am?”

B. Peter answers
A. You are the
Christ (Messiah)
B. the Son of the
living God
III.

recently left him, to have his
closest disciples know with
conviction, who he REALLY
was?!

Jesus praises answer
A. blessed for knowing
B. God had revealed it

Concluding the Story:
How did Jesus say that Peter KNEW the truth about Him?
He had done miracles—but so had the prophets from long ago.
He had been identified by John the Baptist as the Messiah: but other had seen and
heard John say those things, too.
He had been teaching His disciples, but others had heard His teachings, too. How did
Peter know the truth about Jesus?
God, the Father, had revealed it to Peter—he let Peter SEE the truth that Jesus wasn’t
just a prophet—He was the Son of God!
Sometimes when we see a spiritual truth, we are all happy and think “Wow—how could
anyone else miss this?!” But we don’t see true things because we are more clever or
smarter or more spiritual than anyone else. How do we see the TRUTH about Jesus
and God’s Word? God, the Father, shows us the truth.
Let’s ask Him to show us His truth.
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PETER’S IDEAS
Scripture:
Matthew 16:13-28, Mark 8:27-38

Materials
worksheet

Key Verse: Matthew 16:23 Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to
me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Jesus asked his disciples about His identity, Peter clearly stated that
He was the Christ, the Son of the living God, but when Peter rebuked Jesus for speaking
of a crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus recognized that Peter was being used as an
instrument of Satan because he wasn’t thinking God’s way, but with his own ideas.
To Realize—Even one’s friends who know the truth about God may be used by Satan as
an instrument of temptation when they are not thinking God’s way but with their own
ideas.
To Respond by—recognizing the truth of God and lies of Satan, no matter where they
are coming from.

Setting up the Story:
Write the following two statements on the board:
T/F One of the best ways to walk in God’s truth is to hang around Christian friends.
T/F Many temptations a Christian faces will come when he is with Christian friends.
If I had had to answer these questions when I was a teenager, I would have definitely
answered the first one true. (Tell story about two friends in 5-6th grades: influential.)
God gave me some really good Christian friends to help me grow in my walk with God.
But I wish I had known something about the answer to the second one that is in today’s
lesson. In fact, I did learn the answer, but I didn’t realize until I was studying this
passage, that it was right here all the time.
(do brief review from Feeding 5,000—they want to make him king--and Galilean Crisis—
many fall away because he’s not going to give them more bread). Jesus is now focusing
his time and teaching on the 12 Disciples.
Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

Peter States that Jesus is
the Chris
A. Traveling in
Caesarea Philippi
B. Jesus asks, “Who do
men say that I am?”
C. Disciples answer
1. John the B
2. Elijah
3. Jeremiah
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As you tell the story:
Look up on maps.

Notice that all of the answers
people gave were “prophets.” The
common belief was that Jesus was
___ (one of the prophets/a
prophet)
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4. One of
prophets
D. Jesus asks, “Who do
YOU say that I am?”

1. Peter
answers: You
are the Christ
(Messiah)the
Son of the
living God

He got it! This was a truth that not
everyone saw. Jesus’ identity was
not just “a prophet”—He was
actually the anointed one of God:
the Son of God sent to fulfill the
promises of God.
How do you think it made Jesus
feel, in the midst of having all
these other disciples who had
recently left him, to have his
closest disciples know with
conviction, who he REALLY was?!

2. Jesus praises
answer
3. blessed for
knowing
4. God had
revealed it
II.

III.

Jesus Explains Plan
A. Go to Jerusalem
B. Suffer many things from
chief priests and elders
and scribes
C. Be killed
D. Be raised the 3rd day
Peter Rebukes Jesus
A. Jesus had been
speaking plainly
B. “God forbid it!”
C. “This shall never happen
to you!”

IV.

Jesus Rebukes Peter’s
Ideas as from Satan

A. He sees his disciples
following
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They HAD to know who He really
was, because for the Very First
Time, Jesus now has to tell them
something that is going to be hard
for them to understand.
Matthew 16:21
What would make Peter take
Jesus aside and say those things?
Maybe he thought it was bad PR
for the Messiah to talk that way.
Maybe he didn’t want Jesus to “be
so negative.” Peter’s idea of the
Messiah was that the Messiah
couldn’t “lose”; couldn’t be
“defeated” by being killed. And as
long as Jesus had Peter, Peter
was going to make sure that Jesus
was going to be successful in His
Messiah role!
But wait a minute. Peter has
gotten the victory part right, but he
doesn’t understand the “sacrifice
for the sins of the world” part. And
as Jesus hears these words, listen
to how it sounds, “We can do it!
You are the Son of God. You
don’t need to go to the cross.”
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B. “Get behind me Satan!”

C. “You are a stumbling
block to me!”

Jesus looks and sees all his
disciples following Him. “We can
do it! You are the Son of God.
You don’t need to go to the cross.”
Where has he heard that before?
“If you are the Son of God, prove
it…I will give you all the kingdoms
of the world….You don’t need to
go to the cross.” At the temptation
with Satan. And here is the same
voice. And Jesus knows that the
temptation he is feeling is coming
from Satan through the mouth of a
close friend. And he rebukes
Peter.
Read Matt. 16:23.

D. “You are not setting your
mind on God’s interests
but man’s.”

Concluding the Story:
There is a saying I heard that if you want to keep your car safe from thieves, you have to
lock all four doors. When I started really following God when I was in middle school, I
was careful to watch what friends I had as my close friends. I had tasted the temptations
that the wrong kind of friends could bring. But the door I didn’t lock was the temptations
that come through Christian friends. Think about it though: if you spend most of your
time with friends who profess to be Christians, then most of your temptations will come
when you are with Christian friends. (share example from college/career days).
When we hear something from a friend that we trust, and we realize “This isn’t right” we
have to be willing to identify who it is that is really tempting us: “You are a stumbling
block to me. Get behind me Satan” and leave the temptation. “Lock de door. Keep out
de Devil!” Really needs to be: “Lock de doors. Keep out de Devil!” That fourth door is
when Satan comes to us through our close Christian friends.
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TRANSFIGURATION
Scripture:
Luke 9

Materials Needed:
worksheet

Key Verse: Luke 9:35 A voice came from the cloud saying, “This is my Son, whom I
have chosen; listen to Him.”

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Peter confessed Jesus was the Christ, it was because the Father had
revealed it to him, but when he heard that Jesus was going to be crucified and
resurrected, he tried to tell Jesus a different plan. On the mountain, when he saw Jesus
transfigured with Moses and Elijah, he suggested building three tabernacles, but the
cloud covered them and God told them that because Jesus was His Son, they must
listen to HIM only.
To Realize— that no matter what good plans one may have, in the end God expects him
to listen and do what Jesus says.
To Respond by—listening and obeying whatever Jesus tells me.

Setting up the Story:
What do you want to be when you get out of high school or college?
The closer it gets the less certain you get! (story of girl who asks hs girl that question.)
Scripture
Luke

Telling the story:
I.

Peter’s Confession
A. You are the Christ, the son of
the living God
B. Flesh and Blood didn’t reveal
this to you but my Father in
heaven

II.

Transfiguration
A. On the mountain sleeping
B. Jesus with Moses and Elijah
1. talking of departure
2. and glorification
C. Peter suggests building three
tabernacles

As you tell the story:

D. Cloud Covers them
1. This is my son
2. Listen to HIM
E. Only Jesus is left
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Concluding the Story:
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WHO’S THE GREATEST?
Scripture: Matthew Mark

Materials Needed:

Key Verse: Mark 10:43-45 Whoever wants to become great among you must be your
servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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PARABLE ON FORGIVENESS
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Matthew 18:21-35

Small calculator, small coin purse, large
garbage bag filled with old newspaper,
visual of Peter talking with Jesus

Key Verse: Luke 17:3,4 Watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he
repents, forgive him. If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times
comes back to you and says, "I repent," forgive him.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know: When Peter asked how many times he should forgive another, Jesus
answered 70 x 7 and explained this with a story which taught that since one had been
forgiven so much, they should always forgive others rather than suffer the consequences
of unforgiveness.
To Realize: If one is struggling with forgiving another, he should realize that in light of
how much God is willing to forgive him, he should always forgive others rather than
suffer the consequences of unforgiveness.
To Respond: by forgiving from the heart anyone who has wronged him.

Setting up the Story:
I want to figure something out this morning. I brought a calculator so we can work out
this problem. I want us to figure out together how many times a day you think a grader
sins (does/says/thinks something wrong). Let's say this boy is woken up in the morning.
(Draw a stick figure on the board.) His mom says, "It's time to get up." But he wanted to
sleep longer. What might he say or think? (Grumble/disrespect) OK. That's one sin.
(Write out the sin on the board) Then he goes to breakfast and his favorite cereal isn't
there. What might happen then? (Write on the board) Then it's time to get in the car and
his sister is taking a long time. So he calls her a name and doesn't even try to help her.
(Write on the board so that you have a "list" of all the sins.) By the end of the day, how
many sins do you think this boy will have done? (Take a consensus answer.) How many
days are in a year? So let's figure out how many sins a year
this boy probably does. (You can have a student figure it out on the calculator.)
Now if this boy were in the ____ grade, how many times would he have sinned?
(Have student calculate and write the number on the board.)
Do you think most people keep a list of all the wrong things they have done or
thought? (No!)
But most people do keep a list in their minds. Not of what they do wrong, but of what
other people do wrong to them. Raise your hand if you can think of a time when
someone did something wrong to you, or hurt your feelings or was unkind to you this last
week. (You might wish to give an example here.) When someone does something wrong
to us, what do we normally want to do? (get angry, get them back, don't talk to them,
wish something would happen to them.
Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

Peter Asks Question
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As you tell the story:
Even Peter in the Bible had this
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A. “How many times?”
B. “Up to seven times?”

II.

Jesus’ Answer: 70x7

III.

Parable of the Debts
A. Man Owes Money
B. Man is Owed Money
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problem. He probably had been
hurt by things his brother had said
to him. Roman soldiers had
probably done wrong things that he
didn't like. Maybe even tax
collectors had cheated him of the
money he had earned.
Jesus had taught Peter that when
others did wrong to him he should
forgive. Who can tell me what
"forgive" means? (make sure your
students understand it doesn't
mean 'to forget' but to not hold a
grudge, or want that person to 'get
it'; to stop blaming.) Peter knew
that forgiving was the right thing to
do, but he had a question for
Jesus. (Point to Bible passage)
"Lord, how many times must I
forgive, up to seven times?" If
someone hit you, and they said,
"Please forgive me" and you said,
"Okay." And then they hit you
again, and said, "Please forgive
me" again, how many times should
you keep saying, “OK, I forgive
you?” (Get an answer.)
What did Jesus say? (Have a
student read the answer and
another student use the calculator
to figure it out.) Why should we
forgive someone that many times?!
That's exactly what Peter was
wondering, so Jesus told a parable
to explain why:
Have three students come to the
front. Explain that two of these owe
money. This man owes this man
this much money. (Pull out the
huge garbage bag stuffed with
paper. Have a "$825,000,000" sign
on the bag) Read the part of the
parable and have the student act it
out and beg for mercy. Then say,
"After this man was forgiven of his
debt, he went out to find someone
who owed him money. Ha! Here's
someone!" Show small coin purse
to illustrate how much money the
second man owed. (Have a $2500
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sign on the bag.) Read the rest of
the parable.
IV.

Jesus Warns Those who
Don’t Forgive
A. Not forgiven
B. Tormented

Ask- "WHY should the man have
forgiven the person who owed him
money?" (Because he was forgiven
of so much bigger a debt.) Have
student actors sit down as you
conclude.

Concluding the Story:
Jesus wasn't really talking to Peter about money in this story. (Take off the $ sign and
put the word 'sins' on it.) He was talking about what we said at the beginning of the
lesson- the many wrong things we have said or thought or done. Those sins are against
God. How many times has God forgiven us? (More than all that is in this bag.) This little
bag of money is like 'sins' too. but it's like the sins other people have done to us. Should
we forgive others when they do wrong to us? How many times should we forgive
according to Jesus? (490=as many times as necessary) Do you know why? (Let
students respond) Because we have been forgiven so much! When we forgive someone
instead of holding that anger at them on the inside, we are being an example that Jesus
is really in us. We are carrying the torch in front of them, because they will know that
Jesus is making a difference.
There is one more reason we should forgive too-- People who don't forgive feel terrible
on the inside. They get bitter and can be angry all the time, or explode at people. The
hurt gets bigger and bigger. The man in the story was turned over to tormentors; when
we don't forgive, it stays inside and we are the ones who get hurt.
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COST OF DISCIPLESHIP
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse: Mark 8:34-36 If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. What good is it for a man to
gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul?

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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TEACH US TO PRAY
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse: Mark 1:35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up,
left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he prayed.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY
Scripture: John 8

Materials Needed:
Overwhelmed by Grace (Kent McQuilkin):
list of sins
Movie clip from Les Miserables
Key Verse: John 8;7 If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone
at her.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When the Pharisees wanted to accuse Jesus of not being in line with keeping
the law, they brought a woman who was caught in the act of adultery. But rather than
accuse her, Jesus told those without sin to cast the first stone of judgment and all the
accusers left, at which point Jesus told the woman he didn’t accuse her and to stop
sinning.
To Realize—those who judge by the law are judged by the law as sinners, and are in
need of the freeing grace of Jesus to enable them to stop sinning.
To Respond by—realizing their sin and coming to Jesus for grace.
Setting up the Story:
Show clip from Les Miserables movie: chief of police is telling the mayor that he must be
punished: committed the crime of defaming him and he must pay for it. The mayor gives
him grace.
Story about the man who lives his life by the Law, and treats others by the Law as well,
and the mayor who was shown grace by a priest and whose life is changed. A woman
who has a child out of wedlock later becomes a prostitute in order to get enough money
for her child to be cared for.
Similar to the characters in today’s lesson:
Scripture Telling the story:
I.
Background
A. At the Feast of
Tabernacles
1. Brothers told
him to show
himself with
miracles.
2. Jesus goes
down secretly
B. Crowds Uncertain about
Jesus
II.

Pharisees Want to Trap
Jesus
A. As not being in line with
the Law: saw themselves
as righteous
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As you tell the story:
John 7:1-13
Storytell background to put story in
its context.

“There are three solutions to
dealing with the demands of
godliness. The first is to trim the
demands to manageable
proportions: God can’t expect
more than I can give, so I’ll do
what I can and His grace will cover
84

B. Bring a woman caught in
the act of adultery

C. Remind him what the law
says: “Moses said to
stone such a woman.”

III.

Jesus Condemns the
Pharisees
A. Writes in the Sand
B. Says, “Let him who is
without sin cast the first
stone.”
C. Pharisees leave one by
one

IV.

Jesus Pardons the Woman
A. Doesn’t condemn her
B. Tells her to stop sinning
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the rest. This sounds good, but it
is exactly the solution of the
Pharisees. They had written down
and numbered every law of the
Old Testament and said, “Okay,
here’s the goal: 613 laws. We can
do this.” And they did. But Jesus’
demand is not conformity to the
law, it is conformity to God: be
perfect. Anything less is sin.”
OBG, p. 13, 14
May I ask you something? Have
you ever done something that if
you had been caught while you
were in the middle of doing it, you
would have felt very ashamed?
Then you know how this woman is
feeling. She is GUILTY. She has
no where to run and hide. She
has been caught. And she knows
what she deserves.
And the Pharisees know what she
deserves. “You must punish her.
Moses demands it. Are you on the
side of Moses or not?” The
problem with the Pharisees is not
their understanding of the Law:
what is right and wrong. The
problem is with their
understanding of themselves.
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Concluding the Story:
How would you answer this question?
T/F Good people don’t need Jesus.
Share testimony of my mom: “Good person” “just don’t see my need for Jesus.”
The statement above is true. Good people don’t need Jesus. But the truth of our
condition is: we aren’t “Good people.”
Read from Overwhelmed by Grace, p. 43:
“When the murderer, prostitute, demon possessed come for help, He shows
compassion—the size of the sin is irrelevant. His indignation is reserved for the
unrepentant, even if they are moral.
“Humanity is not divided into Big Sinners and Little Sinners. We are all Big Sinners. The
earth is rather divided into Big Sinners who recognize it and Big Sinners who don’t: ours
is a world of prostitutes and Pharisees. Which are you?” (p. 50)
Hand out Self-Examination List.
Close in Prayer.
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PHARISEES AND BLIND MAN
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

John 9

Blindfold

Key Verse: John 9:39 For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will
see and those who see will become blind.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When Jesus made clay and told the man born blind to go and wash, not only
did the man regain his sight, he also saw clearly that Jesus had to be the Christ sent
from God and he worshipped him. Although the Pharisees saw that an amazing miracle
and believed it to be from God, they were blind to who Jesus was, where he was from,
and their own sinful neediness for the Light of the World.
To Realize—Only God can open one’s eyes to the reality of who Jesus is and their true
sinful need of Him, but it is possible to blind oneself to the light God gives by refusing to
believe and act on it.
To Respond by—confessing Jesus as the Christ and following Him and not hardening
themselves against the truth God reveals to them.

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

Jesus Heals the Man

II.

The Phari-DON’T-sees
Refuse to See

III.

The Blind Man Sees who
Jesus is

IV.

The Phari-DON’T-sees
Remain in Their Sins

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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RAISING OF LAZARUS
Scripture:
John 11

Materials Needed:
worksheet

Key Verse: John 11:25 I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—After the Feast of Tabernacles (John 8) and the Feast of Dedication (John
10), Jesus was told that Lazarus was about to die. Nevertheless, Jesus waited until
Lazarus was dead, so that God would be glorified and He would be glorified, and He
raised Lazarus back to life even though he had been dead for four days so that His
disciples would believe that He is the Resurrection and the Life, and as a sign to the
unbelieving Pharisees.
To Realize—those who judge by the law are judged by the law as sinners, and are in
need of the freeing grace of Jesus to enable them to stop sinning.
To Respond by—realizing their sin and coming to Jesus for grace.

Setting up the Story:
“Jesus couldn’t have really died on the cross, because how can a ‘Prophet’ (Messiah) be
killed and defeated by his enemies?”
Find the enemies of Jesus in this story.
Scripture Telling the story:
I.
Background
A. At the Feast of
Tabernacles

John
11:1-16

II.

III.

As you tell the story:
John 8-10
5-6 months before the cross

B. At the Feast of
Dedication

3 months before the cross.

C. Parable of the rich
man and Lazarus

6 weeks before the cross.

Jesus is told about
Lazarus
A. He is sick
B. For the glory of God
C. Son may be glorified
D. Stayed 2 more days
E. “let’s go to Judea”
F. “Lazarus is dead”
1. concerned for
safety
2. Think they are
going to die

The disciples are worried, because
who is in Judea? Jerusalem? The
enemies of Jesus. Who are the
enemies? Pharisees, Sadducees,
Rulers, high Priests, Herodians

Martha Meets Jesus
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A. “If you had been
here…”
B. “I am the
Resurrection and the
Life.”
C. Jesus Calls for Mary
D. “If you had been
here…”
IV.

Jesus Raises Lazarus
A. Sees the Mourners
B. Weeps

C. Crowds wonder why
he didn’t come earlier
since he had opened
eyes of man born
blind

D. More powerful than
sickness

John 11:35 “Jesus wept.” = silent
weeping
214: to wail in oriental style, to
howl in a consecrated, semiliturgical fashion
1145: to shed tears, weep silently
2354: to give formal expression to
grief, to sing a dirge
2799: to weep audibly, cry as a
child
3602: to give verbal expression to
grief, to lament
4727: to express grief by
inarticulate or semi-articulate
sounds, to groan
1

Jesus is seeing the Enemy.

V.

Chief Priest and Others
plot His death

What enemy is he going to take on in
Jerusalem? It’s the enemy that takes
on every single person of Adam’s
family and wins every single
time…DEATH.
“necessary for one to die for the
nation…”

Concluding the Story:
11:4 glorify God
11:4 Son may be glorified
11:15 so that disciples may believe
11:40 to see the glory of God
11:42 so that those watching would believe God sent Jesus
11:53 they planned to kill him. John 10:17,18 and Luke 16:19-31

1

Strong, J. 1996. Enhanced Strong's Lexicon. Woodside Bible Fellowship: Ontario
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RICH YOUNG RULER
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Matt. 19:16-30/Mark 10:17-31/Luke 18:1830

Pictures of the young ruler/Jesus
List of Last 6 Commandments
Jar with tennis ball in it
Picture of a camel

Key Verse: No one can serve two masters…You cannot serve both God and money.
Matthew 6:34

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—When a rich, young ruler came to Jesus asking what he could do to inherit
eternal life, Jesus told him to keep certain commandments. After he said that he had
done them, Jesus told him to go sell everything and follow Him, but the man wouldn’t do
it because he didn’t want to let go of his wealth.
To Realize—A person can’t hang on to something else and follow Jesus, too; he must
choose between the two.
Respond by—letting go of anything keeping them from following Jesus.

Setting up the Story:
Have a jar with a ball in it. The mouth of the jar should be large enough for a student to
get their hand in, but when they are holding on to the ball, they can’t get their hand back
out. Have a couple students come and try to take the ball out of the jar. Explain that in
some parts of the world, people actually use jars like that to catch monkeys. What would
the monkey have to do in order to get away from the trappers? (Just let go of the piece
of fruit in the jar.) But the monkey doesn’t want to let go of the prize, so he gets caught.
There was a man in today’s story who didn’t want to let go of something. Let’s see what
it was.

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.
A Rich, Young Ruler Wants
Eternal Life
A. Jesus was well-known
B. He respects Jesus
1. Knelt before Jesus
2. “Good Teacher”
3. “What good thing do
I have to do to
inherit eternal life?”
C. The man is good
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As you tell the story:
This man had an interesting
question for Jesus. He knew that
Jesus was someone important.
Jesus had been doing miracles
and was very well-known.

He was a very good person who
thought that if he was just good
enough that God would accept him
and he would go to heaven. So for
a very long time, he had tried to be
a very good person.
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II.

Jesus Tells the Man to
Keep the Commandments
A. You shall not commit
murder
B. You shall not commit
adultery
C. You shall not steal
D. You shall not lie
E. Honor your father and
mother

III.

The Man Says He has Kept
them all

IV.

Jesus Tells the Man to Sell
Everything and Follow Him
A. Jesus cares about this
man
B. “One thing you lack”
C. Sell everything
D. Give to the Poor
E. Come, follow Me

V.

The Man Leaves without
Eternal Life
A. Man is saddened
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Jesus told him, “Keep the
commandments.”
How many of you know what the
10 Commandments are? Can you
name some for me? (have the
students name several before
showing them your list). Jesus told
the man that he should obey the
commandments if he wanted to
have eternal life. Jesus knew that
the man couldn’t obey all of them
perfectly—but the man thought that
he was pretty good. So he asked
Jesus, “Which ones?” Jesus didn’t
give him all 10 commandments, he
gave him 5. (Show list and read
them to the class.)
The man was very happy when he
saw the list.
(Read the first one as if you are the
man…)
“You shall not commit murder.” “I
haven’t murdered.” (Ask: Boys and
girls, have you ever murdered?
No? Good. Let’s put a check next
to this one. We’ve obeyed this
command just like the young man!
Go down all the list.
This man was pretty good! Maybe
he could get eternal life after all.
What do you think?
Well…Jesus really liked this man
and he wanted him to have eternal
life, but there was ONE thing that
was keeping him from having
eternal life.
(storytell)
Do you know what commandment
Jesus hadn’t mentioned to the
man? The 10th commandment
says, “Don’t covet.” That means
“Don’t want stuff that other people
have.” And the 1st commandment
says, “Don’t have any other gods
except GOD.” Was there anything
that this man wanted MORE THAN
God? More than eternal life?
Yes! He wanted his stuff! He was
really sad because he didn’t want
to let go of his stuff and follow
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B. Has lots of stuff
C. Jesus said it’s hard for
rich people to enter
God’s kingdom
D. “Easier for camel to go
through eye of a
needle.”

Jesus.
What do you think he was going to
do? Give it up and follow Jesus or
hang on to it? He walked away.
Did he have eternal life? No. What
did he have? His stuff. That man
made a very foolish choice.
(optional: explain the camel going
through the small door in the gate
called the “eye of the needle”; it
can’t get through with all the stuff
on its back.)

Concluding the Story:
I asked you if you had kept the commandments and all of you had, like this man. But
God says that we can’t have anything before him. He doesn’t want us to hang on to
anything that keeps us from following him.
I told you a story at the beginning about the monkeys getting caught because they don’t
let go of the prize in the trap. How is that like the man in the story? What had trapped
him? His stuff! Let’s pray and ask God that our stuff won’t keep us from following
Jesus!
Close in prayer.
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ZACCHAEUS
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Luke 19:1-10

worksheet

Key Verse: Luke 19:8 Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord! Here and
now I give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of
anything, I will pay back four times the amount."

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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MARY’S ANOINTING
Scripture:

Materials Needed: bottle of perfume

Key Verse:
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Matt. 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10,
Luke 19:29-38, John 12:12-15

Pictures of story

Key Verse: Matthew 21:9 “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in
the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest.”

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—The week before His resurrection, Jesus told His disciples to get a colt, and
when He rode into Jerusalem in fulfillment of Zechariah’s prophecy, the crowds shouted
“Hosanna” and waved palm branches, but the leaders rebuked Jesus and plotted to kill
him.
To Realize— Because Jesus is the Promised Messiah, the Great King and Son of David,
He is worthy of one’s praise and worship!
To Respond by—giving praise and worship to Jesus!

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:
I.

As you tell the story:

Jesus Sends His
Disciples to Get Colt
A. Jerusalem: City of
Kings
B. Mt. of Olives
C. Two disciples
D. “Get a colt from
village”
E. If questioned: “the
Lord needs it.”
F. Disciples do exactly
as told
A. Children cry out

II.

A. Jesus goes back to
Bethany
People Praise Jesus
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B. Garments in road
C. Cut branches from
palms
D. “Hosanna!”
III.

Leaders Rebuke Jesus
B. “Rebuke disciples.”
C. Plot to kill Jesus

Concluding the Story:
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FORTELLING THE END
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse: Luke 21:24-27 There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the
earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea. Men
will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the heavenly
bodies will be shaken. At that time they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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PASSOVER/LAST SUPPER
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Matt. 26:17-20/Mark 14:12-17

Seder plate—apple mixture, bitter herb,
lamb shank, matzah, 4 cups of grape juice,
bowl with salty water, parsley
Key Verse: I Timothy 2:25, 26 For there is one God and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—God established the
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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JESUS WASHES DISCIPLES’ FEET
Scripture:
John 13:1-30

Materials Needed:
Bowl, towel, soap

Key Verse: John 13:14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another's feet.
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—Although Jesus knew that the Father had put everything under his power and
that he had come from God and was returning to God, He still chose to demonstrate his
great live by taking the role of the humble servant by washing the disciples’ feet, even
the one who would betray him. He did this to set an example for his followers.
To Realize—If the great Son of God took the role of a servant to his disciples and even
his enemies, so should his followers.
To Respond by—not clinging to one’s great position, but serving others, even if they are
going to hurt me.

Setting up the Story:

Scripture Telling the story:
I.

As you tell the story:

Jesus Knows Who He is
A. God has put everything
under his power
B. He came from God
C. He is returning to God
D. Disciples have been arguing
about who the greatest is

II.

Jesus Washes the Disciples’
Feet
A. Takes off his outer clothing
B. Wraps a towel around his
waist
C. Simon Peter objects
1. proud
2. “Never wash my
feet.”
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3. “Unless I wash
your feet you have
no part in me.”
4. “Wash my hands
and head, too!”
D. Jesus Knows that Judas will
betray him
1. “not all of you are
clean.”
2. (later) “I do not
refer to all of you.”
3. “One of you is
going to betray
me.”
4. “What you are
about to do, do
quickly.”
III.

Jesus Tells His Disciples to
follow His example
A. Do you understand?
B. “Teacher and Lord.”
C. Wash one another’s feet.
D. I have set an example
E. You will be happy if you do
them.

Concluding the Story:
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GETHSEMANE
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Matt. 26:36-56, Mark 14:32-52, Luke
22:40-53, John 18:2-12

Key Verse: Matthew 26:39 “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.
Yet not as I will, but as you will.”

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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PETER’S DENIAL
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse:
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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TRIALS AND CRUCIFIXION
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse: John 3:16 God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.
OR
II Corinthians 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:

© Heart and Mind Bible Curriculum: LOJ

103

RESURRECTION
Scripture:

Materials:

Key Verse:

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know: That Jesus claimed and demonstrated His deity throughout His earthly
ministry, and staked those claims on the truthfulness of a bodily resurrection.
To Realize: If Jesus is deity as He claimed (and he is), His claims are verified by a bodily
resurrection.
To Respond: by acknowledging Jesus’ deity and trusting in the reality of a bodily
resurrection.
Setting up the Story:
There came a point in the disciples’ lives after they had been with Jesus for quite a
while, that changed the way Jesus started talking with them. He asked them a question
that was a turning point in their whole relationship. Matthew 16:13, vs. 21
Take an interview about who people say that Jesus is. Have different groups
represented: Muslim/Buddhist/atheist-agnostic/Mormon/Jehovah’s Witness/Hindu
Telling the Story:
I. Jesus Claimed Deity
A. Who do men say that Matt. 16:13-16
I am?
B. Proofs of deity
1. Pre-existence
John 1:1 Word was GOD
John 1:30 He existed before me.
John 8:58 Before Abraham was I AM
2. His omniscience
“Before Philip called you, I saw you.”
“You have had 5 husbands”
“A man has told me all things I have done”
3. His omnipotence
water into wine
God can do miracles
I am resurrection and the life
“Can devil open blind eyes?”
4. Equality with God
Calls God His Father more than 80 times
John 5:18 Making himself equal with God
John 5:23 He who doesn’t honor the Father doesn’t honor
the Son
John 14:9 He who has seen me has seen the Father
John 15:23 He who hates me hates the Father
John 10:30 I and my Father are one
5. Received worship
9:38 he worshiped him. CR Matt. 4:10 “God only shall you
worship”
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6. Forgives sins

John 20:28
Mark 2 “Who can forgive sins, but God alone.”

What man would presume to say such things? A liar could say things like Jesus said.
OR a crazy person could say those things. “I’m deity. If you have seen me, you’ve seen
God.” Or the disciples could have made it up about him. But why would that be stupid?
(Jewish community) If I walked into a Jewish synagogue today and said, “Don Burnett is
deity.” What would the response be? Why? It would have been nice if Jesus had said
that he was a prophet. But He didn’t say that. Actually, if He had said He was a
prophet, He would have gotten Himself in trouble as well. According to the Old
Testament Law, what was the test of a prophet?
II. Jesus’ Claims are Based
on the Resurrection
A. Test of a prophet
B. Jesus foretells His
death/resurrection
C. Enemies knew of his
claims
D. New religions don’t
need resurrections.
E. Most pitied

Deut. 18:21 Accurate
“Make grave secure”
If disciples wrote NT in order to start a new religion, why
include a story of a resurrection? Why put in Jesus’
sayings on it, if they could just put in Jesus’ teachings?
They were giving their lives saying that Jesus had come
back again. They were saying, this is how we know that
we will live after death. If resurrection isn’t true, pity us!!

Concluding the Story:
After the disciples had answered who others were saying Jesus was, Jesus asked them,
“Who do YOU say that I am?” What if Jesus asked you that question right now. What
would you say? “Son of God” But what does that mean? That Jesus is deity--He is the
Creator of all things. That takes FAITH to say that of someone who lived 2,000 years
ago. Our FAITH is based on whether or not the resurrection is FACT. Next week we will
be exploring alternative explanations to the resurrection other than the explanation that
Jesus rose from the dead.
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PETER’S RE-COMMISSIONING
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse: John 21:22 If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?
You must follow me.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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GREAT COMMISSION
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse:
Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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ASCENSION
Scripture:

Materials Needed:

Key Verse: John 14:2,3 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would
have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I
am.

Objectives: As a result of this lesson, I want my students
To Know—
To Realize—
To Respond by—

Setting up the Story:

Scripture

Telling the story:

As you tell the story:

Concluding the Story:
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Memory Work
This curriculum is designed to be used in a classroom for one
semester. The normal Memory Work is part of the weekly
assignments and is laid out in the LOJ Teacher’s Packet.
If lessons are taught once a week, however, rather than on a
daily basis, it would be helpful to have verses that coordinate
with each lesson. Therefore, for each lesson, a memory verse is
included at the top of the lesson plan that is connected with the
truth for that lesson. With few exceptions, all verses are taken
from the Memlok Memory System to enhance memorization and
long-term review. In addition, a complete list of verses for the
individual lessons is included on the following pages.
This list is unnecessary if lessons are taught daily with weekly
memory assignments.
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Memory Verses for Each Lesson Using Memlok
Intertestamental Time

Galatians 4:4

Pre-Existence of Christ

John 1:1,14

Joseph and Mary

Not in Memlok

Responses Wksh

Matthew 2:2

Jesus at Age 12

Luke 2:52

John’s Baptism

Matthew 3:8

Jesus’ Temptation

Matthew 4:4

Psalm 119:11
First Followers/Cana

Not in Memlok

Cleansing Temple

I Cor. 6:19,20

Nicodemus

John 3:3

Samaritan Woman

John 4:25-26

Official’s Son

Hebrews 11:1

But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under law.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. The Word became
flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came
from the Father, full of grace and truth.
Luke 1:38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered.
“May it be to me as you have said.”
Where is the one who has been born king of the
Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to
worship him.
Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and men.
Matthew 3:8 Produce fruit in keeping with
repentance.
It is written: "Man does not live on bread alone, but
on every word that comes from the mouth of God."
OR
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not
sin against you.
John 2:11 This is the beginning of His signs Jesus did
in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His
disciples believed in Him.
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received
from God? You are not your own; you were bought at
a price. Therefore honor God with your body.
No one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born
again.
The woman said, "I know that Messiah" called Christ
"is coming. When he comes, he will explain
everything to us." Then Jesus declared, "I who speak
to you am he."
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain of what we do not see.

Rejection at Nazareth
Calling the Four

Matthew 4:19

Demoniac/Leper/Paralytic

Isaiah 61:1

Call of Matthew

Luke 15:10
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"Come, follow me," Jesus said, "and I will make you
fishers of men."
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because
the LORD has anointed me to preach good news to
the poor. He has sent me to bind up the
brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners.
There is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God
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Sabbath Controversy

Matthew 23:23

12 Disciples

Mark 3:14,15

Sermon on Mt.

Matthew 5:16

Sermon on Mt.

Matthew 6:1

Sermon on Mt.

Matthew 6:19-21

Centurion’s Servant

Matthew 8:8

Widow of Nain and John’s
Q&A

Luke 7:22

Parables

Mark 4:14-15

Day of Miracles

Hebrews 11:6

Feeding 5,000

John 6:28-29

Galilean Crisis

Matthew 7:21

© Heart and Mind Bible Curriculum: LOJ

over one sinner who repents.
You have let go of the commands of God and are
holding on to the traditions of men.
He appointed twelve - designating them apostles that they might be with him and that he might send
them out to preach and to have authority to drive out
demons.
Let your light shine before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.
Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness'
before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will
have no reward from your Father in heaven.
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not
destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.
The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have
you come under my roof. But just say the word, and
my servant will be healed."
Go back and report to John what you have seen and
heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those
who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead
are raised, and the good news is preached to the
poor.
The farmer sows the word. Some people are like seed
along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as
they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word
that was sown in them.
Without faith it is impossible to please God, because
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists
and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.
"What must we do to do the works God requires?"
Jesus answered, "The work of God is this: to believe in
the one he has sent."
Not everyone who says to me, Lord, Lord, will enter
the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will
of my Father who is in heaven.
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The Heart of Man

Matthew 15:19

Walking on Water

Matthew 14:28,29

Peter’s Confession

Not in Memlok

Peter’s Ideas

Matthew 16:23

Transfiguration

Not in Memlok

Who’s Greatest?

Mark 10:43-45

Forgiveness

Luke 17:3,4

Cost of Discipleship

Mark 8:34-36

Teach us to Pray

Mark 1:35

Woman Caught in
Adultery
Woe to the Pharisees

John 8:7

Pharisees/Blind Man

John 9:39

More Parables

Luke 12:47

Raising Lazarus

John 11:25

Matthew 23:23
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Out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder,
adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony,
slander.
"Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to
you on the water." "Come," he said. Then Peter got
down out of the boat, walked on the water and came
toward Jesus.
Matthew 16:16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Christ, the Son of the Living God.”
Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to
me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but
the things of men.
Luke 9:35 A voice came from the cloud saying, “This is
my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to Him.”
Whoever wants to become great among you must be
your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be
slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to
be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.
Watch yourselves. If your brother sins, rebuke him,
and if he repents, forgive him. If he sins against you
seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to
you and says, "I repent," forgive him.
If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever
wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for me and for the gospel will save it. What
good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet
forfeit his soul?
Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus
got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place,
where he prayed.
If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to
throw a stone at her.
Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices--mint, dill
and cummin. But you have neglected the more
important matters of the law--justice, mercy and
faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter,
without neglecting the former.
For judgment I have come into this world, so that the
blind will see and those who see will become blind.
That servant who knows his master's will and does
not get ready or does not do what his master wants
will be beaten with many blows.
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in
me will live, even though he dies.
112

Rich Young Ruler

Matthew 6:24

Zacchaeus

Luke 19:8

Mary’s Anointing

Luke 6:38

Triumphal Entry

Not in Memlok

Teaching in Temple

Matthew 22:29

Foretelling the End

Luke 21:25-27

Last Supper

I Timothy 2:5,6

Washing Feet

John 13:14

Upper Rm Discourse

John 14:27

Gethsemane

Not in Memlok

Peter’s Denial/Trial

Luke 22:31,32

Crucifixion/Death

John 3:16
OR
II Cor. 5:21
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No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve both
God and Money.
Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, "Look, Lord!
Here and now I give half of my possessions to the
poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of anything, I
will pay back four times the amount."
Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure,
pressed down, shaken together and running over, will
be poured into your lap. For with the measure you
use, it will be measured to you.
Matthew 21:9 “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in
the highest.”
You are in error because you do not know the
Scriptures or the power of God.
There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the
earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the
roaring and tossing of the sea. Men will faint from
terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world,
for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. At that time
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory.
For there is one God and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a
ransom for all.
Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also should wash one another's feet.
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled and do not be afraid.
Matthew 26:39 “My Father, if it is possible, may this
cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you
will.”
Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat.
But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may
not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen
your brothers.
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life.
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that
in him we might become the righteousness of God.
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Resurrection!

Appearances

Peter Reinstated
Great Commission

Ascension

Luke 24:29

Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch
me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones,
as you see I have.
Luke 24:27
Beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he
explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself.
John 21:22
If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is
that to you? You must follow me.
Matthew 28:18-20 All authority in heaven and on earth has been given
to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.
John 14:2,3
In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not
so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare
a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come back and take you to be with me that
you also may be where I am.
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